
North Dakota Oral Health Coalition Meeting Minutes 
Friday, January 11, 2008   9 am to 11 am 

North Dakota Department of Health – Bismarck 
 
 
Proposed Meeting Goals:   

• To review and discuss progress made by the three Oral Health Coalition sub-committees; 
• To identify, discuss and agree on next steps in planning and implementation 

 
Proposed Meeting Products: 

• A shared knowledge base regarding the progress made by the three Oral Health Coalition 
sub-committees; 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
Sue Burns, Gary Garland, Henry and Margaret Lebak, Kimberlie Yineman, Cheryle Masset-
Martz, Becky Bailey, JoAnn Brager, Shelly Gunsch, Dave Zentner, Sue Matteson, Marlene Hulm, 
Theresa Snyder, Kathy Keiser, Kim Senn, Kathleen Mangskau, Marsha Olson, Linda Rorman, Pat 
Conway, Joe Cichy, Deb Swanson, Carolyn Pederson, Doreen Ott, Bev Marsh, and Dana Kitsch 
 
Update on Grand Forks Clinic – Deb Swanson: 
The clinic since opening has seen 268 patients with a large percentage being children on Medicaid 
and uses a sliding scale for fees. At this time, they are already scheduled three weeks out and with 
additional cases due to walk-in emergencies. The clinic needs to put together a referral system for 
patients. They are needed to recruit more staff members, adding to the current staff of one dentist, 
one hygienist, one dental assistant, one administrative assistant and one half-time receptionist.  
Deb reported that a case management system wasn’t set up at the time that patients were starting 
to be seen and this has created a back log and at this time are listed as “no shows”. Services being 
offered at this time are basic exams, cleaning, extractions and fillings. The clinic is open 8 am to 5 
pm with the last appointment at 4:30. A survey of clients could be taken to determine if these 
times are the best offers as well as determining the factor of drop-in patients and emergency cases. 
 
There hasn’t been any formal publicity of the clinic and services at this time. There is a grand 
opening, Open House scheduled for February 22 with an evening event the night before. Coalition 
members are welcome to attend either event.   
 
Review of fluoride varnish training brochures and website: 
Fluoride varnish online training is ongoing.The website has fact sheets and all types of forms that 
can be used. Information is addressed to parents as well but there is limited information that 
addresses cultural issues.   
 
Kimberlie is going to go to the Board of Dental Examiners to see another training will be 
approved. No time or place has been set to date, but looking at April as an option. She will update 
the coalition members as progress is made in this planning. Kimberlie has heard comments that 
the doctors are comfortable with the online training, but the nurses are not. he nurses would prefer 
to do the actual training with the action application process to be more comfortable do the varnish 
application. JoAnn indicated that the Head Start staff was very impressed with training they 



participated in, in Minot. Dave mentioned that South Dakota passed a similar law but the dentists 
do the training. 
 
Focus on Oral Health Newsletter Update: 
Cheryle reported that the next Focus on Oral Health newsletter will be coming out soon and it will 
have a different look and additional information. The newsletter will included the same as it has in 
the past with the inclusion of updates on Coalition activities and accomplishments as well as 
contact and membership recruitment. There will be both hard copies mailed and listservs that get 
the newsletter. Linda Rorman has asked that Head Start directors receive the newsletter as well.   
 
Sub-Committee Reports: 
Data Advisory:  Kathy Moum is working on the biannual report. Gathering data and legislative 
communication plan. A handout was given and Henry Lebak asked for a copy via email for the 
report that he is working on as well. 
 
Team 21(Integration):  Cheryle gave report via handout as well. Henry will add this report to the 
interim progress report. 
 
The 14ers (Prevention):  Linda Rorman gave report via handout as well. 
 
• Sealant review is being worked on the Judy Ryen, investigating a spring training and working 

on locating a small school in the Bismarck area as a pilot school. The scope of practice will 
include working with second-grad children, that are on the free or reduced lunch program, high 
risk children, and claiming a dental home. Legislation will be needed for funding in the future 
but this pilot school will provide a baseline of data to use in the future of the project.  An 
evaluation tool and research tool will need to be developed and a data report that will be 
collected from the children in the program from the start. 

 
10 Spots (Access): Various projects are in the works from this committee such as: 

 
• Caremobile:  Kathy Keiser reported that this project is moving forward with bringing this to 

North Dakota.  They are working on objectives to get started and will be completing a needs 
assessment, putting together a business plan (road map)and choosing a steering committee. 
The steering committee will bring in multiple partners that can help with staffing issues, 
dollars to keep it going and how the Ronald McDonald Charities can contribute.  Projected 
budget numbers to be close half a million. This project is starting to take shape and could be 
up and running in the next two years.  

• Loan Repayment:  The Ronald McDonald Charities are able to fund approximately $20,000 
per year for a four-year period. Details are still being worked on with the Bridging the Dental 
Gap dentist and how they can keep the dentists. 

 
Loan Repayment Committee:  Karen Larson unable to attend, but Gary and Kimberlie reported 
that there are 13 applicants and most in the rural areas. There was interest from some that working 
in the Community Dental Clinics would be preferred but as the grant wording does not allow for 
that at this time they were not able to be considered. Future funding will need to be addressed 



during the Legislative session that could add wording to allow for applicants to consider the three 
community clinics across the state in Bismarck, Fargo and Grand Forks. 
 
CDC Year 4 Grant activities review – Pat Conway 
 
Pat presented a PowerPoint of the activities that have been conducted over that last few months 
and discussion was had on how to move forward.  The coalition members were to add comments 
or send to Pat any additional items that can be added to the report that she is compiling. Henry 
Lebak is assisting with the compiling this information.   
 
Legislative Committee Volunteers 
 
The coalition is asking for individuals/agencies to volunteer to form a committee to assist with any 
legislative issues that are beginning to surface. The coalition has been approached by other groups 
asking that the coalition sponsor bills and or assist with furthering legislative.  A suggestion was 
given that a representative come from each of the subcommittees and if there are any others that 
would like to serve.  Others that will be part of the Legislative committee will include Kimberlie 
Yineman, Cheryle Masset-Martz and Kathleen Mangskau. Deb Swanson indicated that the ND 
Public Health Association would be willing do to more with the Oral Health Coalition and she 
would act as the representation from that group.   
 
It was requested that the coalition ask Melissa Olson, Healthy North Dakota, to come back and 
give an update on activities.  Also get feedback from her about the relationship with the Oral 
Health Coalition and what, if any, legislative priorities are being worked on by other groups under 
the Healthy North Dakota umbrella. 
 
Summary 
Kudos are given to the Coalition members and respective agencies for the progress made in 
membership, and the gathering of information and data and that there is action be taken to 
accomplish the Coalition goals. 
 
JoAnn Brager will forward information regarding a Head Start, Webinar being held on Friday, 
January 18 from 1-2:30 p.m..  If anyone is interested in participating, please follow instructions as 
sent.   
 
Next meeting will be March 14 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the AV Room 210 for those who are in 
town and via phone at 866-867-2740.   
 
 


