
North Dakota Department of Health 
Oral Health Program 

Oral Health Coalition Meeting 
Date:  October 12, 2012 

Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

Present: Arvy Smith, Ashley Kopp, Bobbie Will, Cameo Skager, Candace Muggerud, Carla 
Kelly, Fred Larson, Gary Garland, George Keiser, Gregg Reed, Hollie Harrington, Kara Dodd, 
Karalee Harper, Kathy Kieser, Kathy Mangskau, Kim Mertz, Kimberlie Yineman, Larry Shireley, 
Marcia Olson, Mary Bandle, Roger Davis, Rose Stoller,  

Minutes Recorded By: 
Ashley Kopp 
 

Present by Telephone: Dr. Richard Rathge, Mark Barclay, Jodi Hulm, Debbie Swanson 
Agenda Item(s) Main Discussion Points Action Taken 

Individual Responsible 
Action Taken Reports from 
Previous Meeting 

Welcome and introductions were given.  
 

 

Approval of minutes from 
May 11, 2012 meeting 

Minutes were handed out, reviewed, and approved 
 

 

Agenda Additions • None  
Legislative and Budget  •  Submitted in September 

• General fund makes up 20% of the budget 
• 170.6 million-total budget for the Health Department 
• 71% is specific federal grants 
• 10% is Other funding 
• Oral Health is all federal funding and is in the budget 

and built in any other additional federal monies 
• Loan Repayment programs- not sufficient trust 

funding to cover all repayments, some of them move 
into next biennium.     

• Optional package has dental loan repayments built in 
as priority #10  

• Received a federal grant to possibly use towards loan 
repayments (non profit)  

• Dental Practice grants- hardly any interest so this was 
eliminated and not requested again this biennium but 
did leave money in to fulfill commitments  

 



Committee updates Policy 
• Dental Loan repayment has been the main discussion
• Caremobile is trying to get more funding from 

legislators 
• Trying to decide if we need to bring anything forward 

to the legislators 
Access 
• CareMobile little over 200,000  
• 2012 fully booked starting to book 2013 
• Things are going very well 
• Plan to bring forward to legislators to view this 

session  
• One challenge has been the computer system  
• Basin Electric provided a portable van, to carry staff 

or portable equipment 
Data 
• Oral Health Surveillance- Revised summer 2012, and 

is being published online for easier viewing for states 
to be able to access easily. It focuses on easily 
accessible data and brining in environmental 
indicators and at-risk areas 

 

Medicaid and New Dental 
Loan Repayment Program  

• Received money from federal government and a 
project is the dental loan repayment   

• Send out information to non-profit dental clinics  
• Want them to apply for $20,000 for a dentist in the 

first year  
• The dental clinic actually applies for this and they do 

not have to have a dentist ready yet  
• Criteria: must be a new position in the facility, must 

work  at that facility for at least 12 months, they must 
see a certain number of Medicaid and CHIP patients, 
and facility can use this as a recruitment tool  

• Still clarifying things and making sure criteria is 
correct   

• Once awarded, data must be received and will make 

 



payment to the dentist  
• December 1st is the deadline to apply   
• Will award for 1st year, and once received data, could 

potentially award for the next 2 years, and will cap at 
$60,000 

• Plan to add a second clinic next year 
NDDA  • Dental loan repayment-met with the governor, and 

are hopeful of receiving funding  
• 501c3-received application and is in the review phase 

 

Elderly Care Program • Long Term Care project is going very well 
• They go 2 days a month to 2 different nursing homes 

and are hoping to add at least one more facility; have 
had many requests from other Long Term Care 
facilities 

• Have well over 550 patient visits in the facilities   
• Has been a very rewarding and a good learning 

experience despite the challenges 

 

CDC and HRSA  • CDC got $20,000 more than applied for 
• Will be reapplying for CDC And HRSA in 2013 

 

BSS for the Elderly • Would like to add to the long term care facilities the 
congregate meal sites  

• PHH went to 10 facilities and conducted the basic 
screenings along with a little extra information   

• Consent was required from patient or guardian  
• 291 screenings were completed 
• Will report the results once analyzed 

 

American Indians  • Dental Oral Health Conference- very good information 
given, had a large amount of people who wanted to 
help with this problem 

• Healthy Steps- creating partnerships and working on 
oral health prevention   

• Finalized site visits to all tribal health sites  

 

Mission of Mercy MOMS 
project 

• Next October in Standing Rock 
• Trying to get approval from Reservations 

 



Legislative Reception •  2nd week in march  
• The coalition would like to partner again 

 

DentaQuest • 1st Year was needs assessment and set up a plan. 
This was a very successful year 

• Applied and have been accepted for years 2 and 3 
for  implementation 

• Have gotten great responses and two priority goals 
are 1) Medical dental collaboration and 2) Prevention 
and public infrastructure  

• Had a great diverse task force that did very well  
• Worked on a short time period strategic plan and 

also how to maintain after everything has been 
implemented 

• Talked through and explained the work plan for year 
2 and 3 of this grant 

• Would like to see the DentaQuest task force 
members participate and join the Oral Health 
Coalition 

 

Other committee updates 
 

• Sue Matteson has resigned as board member 
          -Treasurer is to be determined 
• Fred Larson will replace Linda Rorman as a member 

at large 

 

Other business 
 

•   

Agenda items for next 
meeting 

 
 

Next meeting:   Date, time and location Ashley will send out  
 
 
.  
 
 
 
 


