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The presentation will begin 

shortly. There will be no audio 

until then. 

Frequently Asked Questions

How to Use Today’s Presentation

• First, a question commonly asked of the Immunization 

Program will be presented.

• Next, answer choices will be shown.

• A poll will appear on the right side of your screen

– Discuss the question amongst your group and choose an 

answer.

– All participants will have 1 minute to answer.

• The correct answer and the results will be shown after 1 

minute.

• Percentages will be shown, not individual responses.
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1.  Fred is in the office today to receive his 

influenza vaccine.  This is his first influenza 

vaccine and he is seven years old.  Does 

Fred need another dose of influenza 

vaccine this flu season?

This is his first influenza vaccine and he is seven years old. Does 

Fred need another dose of influenza vaccine this flu season?

• A. No, Fred only needs one dose of influenza 

vaccine this season.

• B. Yes, Fred will need one more dose of influenza 

vaccine in 8 weeks.

• C. Yes, Fred will need one more dose of influenza 

vaccine in 4 weeks.

• D.  Yes, Fred will need on more dose of influenza 

vaccine in 12 weeks.

Correct Answer

• C. Yes, Fred will need one more dose of influenza 

vaccine in 4 weeks. 
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Influenza Vaccine

• Children who will require 2 doses of influenza 

vaccine, administered at least 4 weeks apart, 

for 2015-16:

– Children aged 6 months to 8 years who have not 

received at least two doses of seasonal influenza 

vaccine (trivalent or quadrivalent) before July 1, 

2015.

Influenza Vaccine

• Children who will require only one dose of 

influenza vaccine for 2015-16:

– Children 6 months through 8 years who have 

received at least two doses of seasonal influenza 

vaccine (trivalent or quadrivalent) before July 1, 

2015.

– Children 9 years of age and older.

NDIIS is not currently forecasting 

correctly some patient’s second dose 

recommendations.  We hope to have 

this resolved soon.
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Why is Thanksgiving the fourth Thursday in 

November? President Abe Lincoln said 

Thanksgiving would be the fourth Thursday in 

November, but in 1939 President Roosevelt 

moved it up a week hoping it would help the 

shopping season during the Depression era. It 

never caught on and it was changed back two 

years later.

2. Mary is 55 years old and comes into the clinic today 

for her checkup.  According to her NDIIS forecaster she 

received a Td on November 10, 2010 and has no 

documented dose of Tdap.  Should Mary receive booster 

dose of Td at your office today?

According to her NDIIS forecaster she received a Td on 

November 10, 2010 and has no documented dose of Tdap.  

Should Mary receive booster dose of Td at your office 

today?

• A. Yes, Mary should receive a Td booster.

• B.  No, Mary does not need any immunizations at 

this time.

• C. Yes, Mary should receive a Td booster but only 

if she has cut herself.

• D.  No, Mary should receive a dose of  Tdap at 

this time.
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Correct Answer

• D. No, Mary should receive a dose of  Tdap at this 

time.

Tdap

• Tdap should replace a single dose of Td for adults older than 

19 who have not received a dose of Tdap previously.

– Adults who received last dose of Td ≥ 10 years earlier should receive a 

single dose of Tdap instead of Td

– Tdap should be used instead of Td for wound management

– Adults (parents, grandparents, caregivers, healthcare personnel) who 

will be in close contact with infants <12 months of age should be 

vaccinated

• adults older than 65 should be vaccinated with Tdap

• No minimum interval between doses of tetanus- and 

diphtheria-containing vaccines

Tdap

• Tdap can be given regardless of the interval since 

the last Td was given. 

• There is no need to wait 2–5 years to administer 

Tdap following a dose of Td.

• Shorter intervals between Tdap and last Td may 

increase the risk of mild local reactions but may 

be appropriate if your patient is at high risk for 

contracting pertussis, such as during an outbreak, 

or has close contact with infants.
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Td
• Td should only be used for:

– Wound prophylaxis for patients who have documentation 

of a previous dose of Tdap

– If unknown, give Tdap

– Those who are due for their tetanus immunization and 

have already received a Tdap

– Individuals who are incompletely immunized against 

tetanus and diphtheria

• Need three doses of tetanus- and diphtheria-containing vaccine, 

one dose should be Tdap

• Minimum interval between first two doses is 4 weeks

• Third dose should follow second dose by 6-12 months

3. Little Tommy received his influenza vaccine last 

week.  But when you were giving him his injection 

he only received half of the injection.  Should 

Tommy receive another influenza vaccine?

Tommy only received half his influenza injection.  Should he 

receive another influenza vaccine?

• A. No, this dose is considered valid and no 

other doses are needed.

• B. Yes, this dose should be repeated as soon 

as possible.

• C. Yes, but Tommy should only receive another 

half of a dose of influenza vaccine.

• D.  No,  you should never repeat a dose of 

influenza vaccine.
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Correct Answer

• B.  Yes, this dose should be repeated as soon 

as possible.

Influenza Vaccine

• If a dose of influenza vaccine is administered 

which is less than that specified in the 

package insert for that product and for the 

age of the recipient, it should NOT be counted 

as valid, and should be repeated.

• Same instance if someone 3 years or older 

gets a 0.25mL dose of influenza vaccine the 

dose should NOT be counted as valid, and 

should be repeated.

Influenza Vaccine

• A child who is 6-35 months and received a 0.5 

mL dose of influenza vaccine (should have 

been 0.25 mL) would still be considered valid.

• When they return for their booster the child 

should receive the age appropriate booster 

dose of influenza vaccine. 
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4. Alan is at your office today asking for his immunization 

record as he prepares for college.  Alan has had all of his 

pediatric immunizations, two doses of varicella, and two 

doses of MCV4.  You notice that Alan had a MCV4 when he 

was 10 and when he 14 years old.  Does Alan need any 

immunizations before attending college?

You notice that Alan had a MCV4 when he was 10 and when he 

14 years old.  Are there immunization(s) Alan needs before 

attending college?

• A. No, Alan is up-to-date for college.

• B. Yes, Alan needs one more dose of MCV4 

and also the Mening B vaccine series. 

• C. Yes, Alan should receive one dose of 

Mening B vaccine. 

• D.  No, Alan should wait until college starts to 

receive any immunizations he would need.

Correct Answer

• B. Yes, Alan needs one more dose of MCV4 

and also Mening B vaccine series. 
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MCV4 Vaccine

• Newer MCV4 information:

– If two doses of meningococcal conjugate vaccine 

(MCV4) are given at age 10 or older and both 

doses are given prior to turning 16 years of age, a 

booster dose (third dose) of MCV4 is 

recommended at 16 through 18 years. 

• The Immunization Program will be working with 

the University Systems in the near future to 

update college requirement language.

MCV4

• People ages 19 through 21 years who are 

entering college or are first-year students living in 

a residence hall who have not received a dose of 

MCV4 on or after age 16 years should be 

vaccinated.

• For those not entering college or a first year 

student living in a residence hall, a dose between 

19 through 21 years may be administered if a 

dose has not been given after the 16th birthday.

Meningococcal B

• As of the June 2015 ACIP meeting the ACIP 
recommends that a meningococcal B vaccine series 
may be administered to persons 16 through 23 years 
of age with a preferred age of vaccination of 16 
through 18 years. 

• This Category B (permissive) recommendation allows 
for individual clinical decision-making, and will 
enable coverage of meningococcal B vaccines by the 
VFC program and most insurance plans.
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High Risk Meningococcal B

• Meningococcal B vaccine is recommended for high-

risk individuals ages 10 and older. 

• Those that are considered high-risk:

– Functional or anatomic asplenia

– Persistent complement component deficiencies

– Meningococcal B outbreak settings

– Microbiologists working with bacteria

Meningococcal B

• Either licensed meningococcal B vaccine may be used.

• Both vaccines are recommended for all high-risk people 10 

and older

• Two vaccines available:

– Trumenba® (Pfizer) - 3 dose series

• Doses at 0, 2, and 6 months

– Bexsero® (Novartis) - 2 dose series

• Doses at 0 and 1 month

• Meningococcal B vaccine is available from the NDDoH.

The first Thanksgiving was held in the 

autumn of 1621 and included 50 

Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag Indians 

and lasted three days. Many historians 

believe that only five women were 

present at that first Thanksgiving, as 

many women settlers didn't survive 

that difficult first year in the U.S. 
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5. Deb comes in for her OB appointment today.  She is 32 weeks 

pregnant and this is her fourth pregnancy.  When you look at the NDIIS 

forecaster you see that Deb was previously up-to-date with all of her 

immunizations.  Should Deb receive any immunizations today?

When you look at the NDIIS forecaster you see that Deb 

previously is up-to-date with all of her immunizations.  Should 

Deb receive any immunizations today?

• A. Yes, Deb should receive an influenza 

vaccine today.

• B.  Yes, Deb should receive a Tdap today.

• C.  No, Deb should not receive any 

immunizations today.

• D.  Yes, Deb should receive both an influenza 

vaccine and a Tdap today.

Correct Answer

• D. Yes, Deb should receive both an influenza 

vaccine and a Tdap today 
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Tdap

• Updated recommendations from the ACIP for the use of Tdap 

in women during each pregnancy were released in October 

2012

– All pregnant women should receive a dose of Tdap during 

each pregnancy regardless of immunization history

– If not during pregnancy then it should be administered 

immediately postpartum only after the first pregnancy.

• The expectation is that antibodies will be passed to the fetus 

and protect the baby for the first 6-8 weeks of life until able to 

be vaccinated with DTaP

Influenza Vaccine

• Pregnant women should receive injectable 

influenza vaccine. 

• Flumist is for use in healthy people 2-49 years 

of age who are not pregnant.

– Women who are not pregnant but are 

breastfeeding may receive Flumist

6.  Betty called to discuss the shingles vaccine.  Betty is 

just getting over a bad case of shingles and wants to get 

the vaccine.  Does Betty need to wait to receive the 

shingles vaccine?
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Betty 62 years old and is just getting over a bad case of 

shingles and wants to get the vaccine.  Does Betty need to 

wait to receive the shingles vaccine?

• A. Yes, Betty should wait 6 to 12 months after 

her shingles has resolved. 

• B.  No, there is no need to wait. Betty can get 

the shingles vaccine anytime.

• C. Yes, Betty should wait 2-3 years before 

being vaccinated. 

• D.  No, once you have shingles the vaccine will 

not work.

Correct Answer

• A. Yes, Betty should wait 6 to 12 months after 

her shingles has resolved. 

Shingles Vaccine

• A single dose of zoster vaccine is 

recommended for adults ages 60 and older 

regardless of whether they report a prior 

episode of herpes zoster.
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Shingles Vaccine

• The general guideline for any vaccine is to wait until the acute stage 

of the illness is over and symptoms end.

• A recent case of shingles is expected to boost the person's 

immunity to varicella. Shingles vaccine is also intended to boost 

immunity to varicella. 

• Administering shingles vaccine to a person whose immunity was 

recently boosted by a case of shingles might reduce the 

effectiveness of the vaccine. 

• ACIP does not have a specific recommendation on this issue. But it 

may be prudent to defer shingles vaccination for 6 to 12 months 

after the shingles has resolved so that the vaccine can produce a 

more effective boost to immunity.

Presidential pardon of a turkey: Each year, the 

president of the U.S pardons a turkey and 

spares it from being eaten for Thanksgiving 

dinner. The first turkey pardon ceremony 

started with President Truman in 1947. 

President Obama pardoned a 45-pound turkey 

named Courage, who has flown to Disneyland 

and served as Grand Marshal of the park's 

Thanksgiving Day parade!

7. When you were preparing for clinic today by 

reviewing immunization records in NDIIS , you 

notice that a couple of children have more than one 

record.  You want to have these records combined.  

What would you do?
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You notice that a couple of children have more than one record.  

You want to have these records combined.  What would you do?

• A. Make sure that all doses are entered into both 

records so users have the option of picking either 

record.

• B. Do nothing and leave the record for the next 

person to find. 

• C.  Call the Immunization Program to have them 

combine the records.

• D. Type the word “DUPLICATE” in the second 

address line and include necessary explanations.

Correct Answer

• D. Type the word “DUPLICATE” in the second 

address line and include necessary 

explanations.

Duplicate Record

• If a duplicate record is found, the one with the outdated 

demographic information should be marked with “DUPLICATE” in 

the address line of the demographics.

– This record will be combined with its match during the automated 

deduplication process.

– If the child saw providers outside of your own that you do not have 

access to add doses under, do not combine the records using 

“unknown provider” and dummy doses. Contact the immunization 

program if the record needs to be combined immediately to ensure 

the records remain accurate and with as much detail as possible.

– To prevent excessive duplicate records be sure to search for the 

current name, any previous last name or combination name if it is 

hyphenated.



11/18/2015

16

8. You arrive at the clinic in the  morning to 

discover that you have an “X” and an       .  What 

should you do now?

You arrive at the clinic in the  morning to discover that you 

have an “X” and an       .  What should you do now?

• A.  Nothing, you don’t have time to address the 

alarm right now.

• B.  Download the data logger to assess the alarm.

• C.  Contact the manufacturers to assess viability 

of the vaccine.

• D.  Contact the Immunization Program to so that 

they are aware of the temperature excursion.

• E.  B, C, and D.

Correct Answer

• E. B, C, and D



11/18/2015

17

Vaccine Storage and Handling

• Notify primary vaccine coordinator

• Reposition thermometer probe in central location of 
storage unit

• Recheck temps in ½ to 1 hour

• Add additional water bottles/ice packs to unit

• Check door seals

• Relocate vaccine, if necessary

Always act immediately when temperatures are out-of-
range!

Vaccine Storage and Handling

• Out-of-range temperature: what do I do?

– Vaccine manufacturers should be contacted first to 
determine vaccine viability

– Do NOT assume that vaccine is not viable

– Do NOT discard any vaccine until the NDDoH has been 
notified

– Label the vaccine as “DO NOT USE”

• All actions must be recorded and submitted monthly with 
temperature logs

• Even one out-of-range temperature, especially on the 
cold side, may result in the need for revaccination!

Vaccine Storage and Handling
• All vaccines, except varicella, MMR, 

shingles, and MMRV must be stored 
in the refrigerator at 35-46°F (2-8°C)

– Optimal refrigerator temperatures 
are 39-42°F (4-6°C)

• MMRV, shingles, and varicella vaccine 
must be stored in the freezer at           
-58°F to 5°F (-50°C to -15°C)

– Optimal freezer temperatures are 
3°F or colder (≤ -17°C)

• MMR can be stored in the refrigerator 
or freezer

•Thermometers in refrigerator and 

freezer, away from walls
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Troubleshooting Hints!
• Adding water bottles/cold packs if there are 

none in the unit or adding more to help stabilize 

temperatures

• Making sure the glycol probe is in the correct 

place

• Check the door to make sure it is closed and 

sealed

• Have the unit serviced/replaced if necessary

• If combination unit, you may be asked to 

purchase a stand alone freezer

How did the tradition of watching 

football on Thanksgiving start? The 

NFL started the Thanksgiving Classic 

games in 1920 and since then the 

Detroit Lions and the Dallas 

Cowboys have hosted games on 

Turkey Day. In 2006, a third game 

was added with different teams 

hosting.
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9. Samuel is 13 months old and is at the clinic for his 

one year well child check today.  He is due for his 

MMR and varicella.  The parent wants Samuel to 

have as few injections as possible.  Can Samuel 

receive MMRV today?

The parent wants Samuel to have as few injections as possible.  

Can Samuel receive MMRV today?

• A. Yes, Samuel can receive MMRV today.

• B.  No, Samuel can wait till 15 months and then 

receive MMRV. 

• C.  Yes, but with education on slight increased risk 

of febrile seizures.  

• D.  Both A and C.

Correct Answer

D. Both A and C.
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MMRV
• Combination vaccine licensed for children 12 

months - 12 years

• Unless parent/caregiver expresses preference for 

MMRV vaccine, ACIP recommends that separate 

MMR and varicella vaccines be administered as 

first dose for children 12 – 47 months

• For the second dose at any age (15 months – 12 

years) and for the first dose at age 48 months and 

older, MMRV vaccine is preferred over separate 

injections

MMRV

• When used as a first dose at ages 12–23 

months, studies have show

– Associated with higher risks of fever within the 42 

days after vaccination (with highest risk during the 

5–12 days after vaccination) 

– Febrile seizures during the 5–12 days after 

vaccination when compared with administration 

of first dose MMR and varicella vaccines at the 

same visit. 

MMRV

• Data is limited on this age group, but experts 

agree that this increased risk of fever and 

febrile seizures during the 5–12 days after first 

dose MMRV vaccination likely also occurs in 

children aged 24–47 months



11/18/2015

21

MMRV

WHY is the male turkey often referred to as 

"Tom Turkey?" After Thomas Jefferson, 

because Jefferson was opposed to the idea of 

a turkey as our national bird. 

10.  Your remaining  influenza vaccine expires June 30, 

2016, but your clinic is completely done administering 

influenza vaccine for the season.  What do you do with 

the remaining vaccine?
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Your remaining  influenza vaccine expires June 30, 2016, but your 

clinic in completely done administering influenza vaccine for the 

season.  What do you do with the remaining vaccine?

• A. Place a return in NDIIS immediately and send the vaccine 

back to McKesson to get it out of your clinic so that it is out 

your way.

• B.  Wait until the vaccine expires on June 30, 2016 and then 

place a vaccine return in NDIIS and send the vaccine back to 

McKesson.

• C.   Dispose of the remaining doses in the sharps container, 

they do not need to be sent back to McKesson when they 

expire. 

• D.  Return half of the doses you have at the clinic now and 

keep the rest until they expire.  You never know if you are 

going to need them.

Correct Answer

• B. Wait until the vaccine expires on June 30, 2016 and then 

place a vaccine return in NDIIS and send the vaccine back to 

McKesson.

Expired Influenza Vaccine
• Once the doses expire a return for unopened syringes and 

vials can be entered in NDIIS and vaccine can be returned to 

McKesson.

• If the vaccine is a multi-dose vial of influenza that has been 

opened, but not all doses have been administered, it must be 

entered in NDIIS as a vaccine wastage.

• The vial can then be disposed of according to facility policy.

• Do not “waste” until after expiration.

• Refrigerate vaccine until it is expired and continue to 

vaccinate throughout early spring.

– Especially patients 8 years and younger who may need 

second doses.  
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11.  Zach’s mom brought him to your office for his 

influenza vaccine today.  Zach is 20 months old.  When 

you look at his forecaster you see that he had two doses 

of influenza vaccine last influenza season.  Which 

dosage would you give Zach and how many doses would 

he need this season?

Which dosage would you give 20 month old Zach and how many 

doses would he need this season?

• A. He would need one dose of the 0.25mL dose of 

influenza vaccine.

• B.  He would need one dose of the 0.5mL dose of the 

influenza vaccine.

• C. He would need two doses of the 0.25mL dose 

influenza vaccine.

• D.  He would need two doses of the 0.5mL dose of the 

influenza vaccine.

Correct Answer

• A. He would need one dose of the 0.25mL dose of 

influenza vaccine.
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Influenza Vaccine Dosage Chart

• Influenza vaccine recommendations by age.

• Dosage is always determined by age, not number of doses 

needed. 

Age Dosage Presentations

6-35 months 0.25mL Pre-filled syringe and 

multi-dose vial

3 years and older 0.5mL Pre-filled syringe,

multi-dose vial, single 

dose vial

2 years and older 0.2mL Pre-filled sprayer

The Macy's Thanksgiving 

Day Parade began in 1924 

with 400 employees 

marching from Convent 

Ave to 145th street in New 

York City. No large 

balloons were at this 

parade, as it featured only 

live animals from Central 

Park Zoo.

12.  Martha is 66 years old and came in for a check up 

today, she is otherwise healthy.  When you look at her 

immunizations you notice that on June 10, 2015 she had 

a PCV13.  Would Martha be due for any pneumococcal 

immunizations today?
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When you look at her immunizations you notice that on June 10, 

2015 she had a PCV13.  Would Martha be due for any 

pneumococcal immunizations today?

• A.  No, Martha would be due for her PPSV23 after June 

10, 2016. 

• B.  Yes, Martha is due for her PPSV23.

• C.  No, Martha has had her pneumococcal vaccinations 

since turning 65.

• D.  None of the above.

Correct Answer

• A. No, Martha would be due for her PPSV23 after June 

10, 2016. 

Adult PCV13 Recommendations

• PCV13 for Persons 65 Years Old and Older

– For those who have not received PCV13 previously, 

administer a dose of PCV13

– A dose of PPSV23 should be administered 12 months after 

the dose of PCV13

– Do not administer the two vaccines simultaneously

– Adults who previously received a dose of PPSV23 should 

receive PCV13 no earlier than 1 year after the dose of 

PPSV23 and then another dose of PPSV23
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Adult PCV13 Recommendations
• For those with high-risk conditions PCV13 administered first 

followed by a dose of PPSV23 at least 8 weeks later 

Adult PCV13 Recommendations

13.  Suzy is in the clinic today for her 18 month well child 

check.  You notice that she is due for both DTaP and IPV. 

You mistakenly give Suzy a dose of Kinrix®.  Is this a valid 

dose?
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Suzy is up-to-date except for her 18 month immunizations.  You 

happen to give Suzy a dose of Kinrix®.  Is this a valid dose?

• A. Yes, even though Suzy is too young to receive 

Kinrix®.

• B. No, this vaccine is not licensed for this age group.

• C. Yes, this dose of Kinrix® is valid even though the 

vaccine is only licensed for the 5th dose of DTaP and 4th

dose of IPV.    

• D. Both A and C. 

Correct Answer

• D. Both A and C. 

Kinrix®

• Since Kinrix® is licensed and recommended 

only for children ages 4 through 6 years, extra 

measures should be taken to prevent this 

error in the future. 

• This can count this as a valid dose for DTaP

and IPV as long as you met the minimum 

interval between administering dose #3 and 

dose #4 of DTaP (6 months) and dose #2 and 

dose #3 of IPV (4 weeks).
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Dtap

• Dtap

– Routinely given at 2, 4, 6, and 15-18 months

– Series may be started as early as 6 weeks

– The fourth dose may be administered as early as 

age 12 months, provided at least 6 months have 

elapsed since the third dose.

IPV

• IPV

– Routinely given at 2, 4, 6-18 months and 4-6 years 

– If 4 or more doses are administered before age 4 

years, an additional dose should be administered 

at age 4 through 6 years. 

– Fourth dose is not necessary if the third dose was 

administered at age 4 years or older and at least 6 

months following the previous dose

IPV

• IPV

– The final dose in the series should be 

administered on or after the fourth birthday and 

at least 6 months after the previous dose.

– The minimum age first dose is 6 weeks.
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Upcoming Lunch and Learns

• December

– Dr. Paul Carson from NDSU and Sanford Health 

• Addressing Vaccine Concerns

• January

– Dr. L.J. Tan from Immunization Action Coalition

• Adult Immunizations

Type your question in the chat window 

to the right

After the presentation, questions may be sent to:

Molly Howell mahowell@nd.gov

Abbi Berg alberg@nd.gov

Amy Schwartz amschwartz@nd.gov

Miranda Baumgartner mlbaumgartner@nd.gov

Sherrie Meixner smeixner@nd.gov

Mary Woinarowicz mary.woinarowicz@nd.gov

Dominick Fitzsimmons dfitzsimmons@nd.gov

Immunization Program : 

701.328.3386 or toll-free 800.472.2180
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Post-test

• Post-test

– Nurses interested in continuing education credit, visit:

http://www.ndhealth.gov/disease/post/default.aspx?PostID=97

– Successfully complete the five-question post-test to 

receive your certificate.

• Credit for this session is available until

Tuesday, December 8, 2015.

• This presentation will be posted to our website: 

www.ndhealth.gov/immunize.


