
STATE HEALTH COUNCIL 
April 15, 2015 

 
A meeting of the State Health Council was called to order by Chairman Gordon 
Myerchin at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 15, 2015 in AV Room 212 of the Judicial 
Wing, State Capitol, Bismarck, ND. 
 
Members present: 
 Gordon Myerchin, Grand Forks, Chairman 
 Wade Peterson, Mandan, Vice Chairman 
 Mike Jones, Bismarck, Secretary 

Howard Anderson, Turtle Lake 
Genny Dienstmann, Bismarck 
Jerry Jurena, Bismarck 
Leona Koch, Raleigh 
Jennifer Schaeffer, Medora  (phone) 

 Dennis Wolf, MD, Dickinson  (phone) 
 
Members absent: 

Greg Allen, Jamestown 
Duane Pool, Bismarck 

 
Staff members present: 

Terry Dwelle, MD, State Health Officer 
Arvy Smith, Deputy State Health Officer 
Kirby Kruger, Medical Services Section 
Lindsey Narloch, Division of Emergency Health Services & Trauma 
Londa Rodahl, Recording Secretary 
Brenda Weisz, Division of Accounting 

 
Others present: 
 See ATTACHMENT A 
 

Minutes 
 
JERRY JURENA MOVED APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 10, 2015 MINUTES AS 
DISTRIBUTED.  SECOND AND CARRIED. 
 
JERRY JURENA MOVED APPROVAL OF THE MARCH 19, 2015 MINUTES AS 
DISTRIBUTED.  SECOND AND CARRIED. 
 

State Trauma Committee 
 
Lindsey Narloch presented the two nominees for open positions on the State Trauma 
Committee. 
 



MIKE JONES MOVED THE APPROVAL OF JOE ELIASON AND BILL VASICEK TO 
THE STATE TRAUMA COMMITTEE.  SECOND AND CARRIED. 
 

Status of Loan Repayment Laws 
 

Brenda Weisz presented ATTACHMENT B. 
 

Loan Repayment Applications 
 
Mary Amundson presented the loan repayment applications for the physicians. 
 
MIKE JONES MOVED THE APPROVAL OF THE PHYSICIAN LOAN REPAYMENT 
APPLICATIONS FOR DR. TRACY BOSCHEE, DR. NICHOLAS HAYES, DR. CINDY 
SONDAG (PSYCHIATRIST), AND DR. KYLE ELIASON (A SPECIALIST IN 
GASTROENTEROLOGY/HEPATOLOGY) EACH IN THE AMOUNT OF $90,000.  DR. 
SONDAG AND DR. ELIASON ARE APPROVED AS THEIR SPECIALTIES WILL BE 
SERVING THE WHOLE STATE RATHER THAN ONLY FARGO AND BISMARCK AND 
ALSO THE FACT THAT FUNDING IS AVAILABLE FOR ALL FOUR APPLICATIONS.  
SECOND BY JERRY JURENA. 
 
The Chair requested a roll call vote and the MOTION CARRIED.  Anderson, 
Dienstmann, Jones, Jurena, Koch, Myerchin, Peterson, Schaeffer, and Wolf voted ‘aye’.  
There were no ‘nay’ votes.  Allen and Pool—absent. 
 
Ms. Amundson presented the seven midlevel applicants.  The Council changed the 
rankings in case there was only funding for five applications:  Hickok, Atkins, Shannon, 
Sharp, Hauff, Gustafson, and Busch. 
 
JERRY JURENA MOVED THE APPROVAL OF THE LOAN REPAYMENT 
APPLICATIONS FOR:  HICKOK ($30,000), ATKINS ($27,882.37), SHANNON 
($30,000), SHARP ($30,000), AND HAUFF ($30,000) AND IF THERE IS ADDITIONAL 
FUNDING THAT GUSTAFSON ($28,334.63) AND BUSCH ($25,800) ALSO BE 
APPROVED.  SECOND BY JENNIFER SCHAEFFER. 
 
The Chair requested a roll call vote and the MOTION CARRIED.  Anderson, 
Dienstmann, Jones, Jurena, Koch, Myerchin, Peterson, Schaeffer, and Wolf voted ‘aye’.  
There were no ‘nay’ votes.  Allen and Pool—absent. 
 
(4-20-15 note to these minutes:  Mary Amundson was informed by Dr. Aubrey Atkins 
that she declined the loan repayment award.) 
 
Ms. Amundson presented the four dentist loan repayment applicants and noted Dr. 
Melanie Hageman’s application is no longer eligible as she’s working part-time.  There 
was funding available for three applicants. 
 



HOWARD ANDERSON MOVED THE APPROVAL OF THE LOAN REPAYMENT 
APPLICATION FOR WHITNEY BRUINS, DDS, BY ALLOCATING $60,000 FROM THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH NONPROFIT PROGRAM AND $20,000 FROM STATE DENTAL 
FUNDS.  SECOND BY JERRY JURENA. 
 
Discussion followed with clarification from Brenda Weisz on how Dr. Bruins’ payment 
should be handled. 
 
The Chair requested a roll call vote and the MOTION FAILED.  There were no ‘aye’ 
votes.  Anderson, Dienstmann, Jones, Jurena, Koch, Myerchin, Peterson, Schaeffer, 
and Wolf voted ‘nay’.  Allen and Pool—absent. 
 
HOWARD ANDERSON MOVED THE APPROVAL OF THE DENTIST LOAN 
REPAYMENT APPLICATIONS FOR DR. WHITNEY BRUINS, DR. JESSICA WEISS 
AND DR. JORDAN YORK FOR $80,000 EACH.  SECOND BY DENNIS WOLF. 
 
The Chair requested a roll call vote and the MOTION CARRIED.  Anderson, 
Dienstmann, Jones, Jurena, Koch, Myerchin, Peterson, Schaeffer, and Wolf voted ‘aye’.  
There were no ‘nay’ votes.  Allen and Pool—absent. 
 

Loan Repayment Recipients’ Relocations 
 
Ms. Amundson reported that Samuel Sticka, DDS, will repay the state $30,000 because 
he left his practice at the Community Health Center in Fargo.  He was offered a 
wonderful opportunity to work with his hometown dentist in Dickinson and moved. 
 
Mary stated that Chris Eriksson, DDS, is currently living in West Fargo but has been 
practicing at the health center in Grand Forks.   He has decided to open a private 
practice in Fargo.  He has consented to continue working in Grand Forks until January 
and will repay the state $15,000 for services he won’t be providing through the end of 
his contract. 
 
Mary wished to make the Council aware of a change in the scope of the SLRP grant—
the federal/state partnership—in that it now allows for working part-time.  In Dr. 
Courtney Rud’s case, this works out well as she will be able to practice part-time to fulfill 
her obligation at the Fargo Family Health Care dental clinic.  The Council had approved 
her application as a full-time position and now she has an opportunity to begin a private 
practice but will complete her obligation to the dental clinic on a part-time basis. 
 
Mary reviewed the information about Dr. David Geier’s termination at Ashley Medical 
Center in Ashley, ND, and his SLRP contract with the Center.  She contacted the 
federal project officer to question if he could be issued a hardship waiver since he’s tried 
and been unable to get a position in a SLRP community.  The project officer stated the 
Council could make that decision.  This hardship waiver would be based on unusual 
circumstances that he is not employable at the SLRP sites.  Dr. Geier has completed 
almost one year at the medical center. 



 
WADE PETERSON MOVED THAT DR. DAVID GEIER PAY BACK THE PRORATED 
AMOUNT OF $26,250, WHICH IS FOR SERVICES HE DIDN’T PROVIDE TO THE 
ASHLEY MEDICAL CENTER DUE TO THE TERMINATION OF HIS CONTRACT.  
SECOND BY JERRY JURENA. 
 
The question was called and the MOTION CARRIED.  Anderson, Dienstmann, Jones, 
Jurena, Koch, Peterson, Schaeffer, and Wolf voted ‘aye’.  Myerchin voted ‘nay’.  Allen 
and Pool—absent. 
 

Spills and Fines 
 
Dave Glatt presented ATTACHMENT C. 
 

Section Update 
 
Kirby Kruger gave an update of the Medical Services Section. 
 

Legislative Update 
 
Arvy Smith presented ATTACHMENT D. 
 

Other Business 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 
 
Submitted, 
 
 
 
Mike Jones, Secretary 
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