From: mary johnson [mailto:mjp0619@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 06, 2015 2:03 PM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: "Public urged to weigh in on carbon reduction plan"

To whom it may concern:
While I presently live in Minot, my husband and I are in the process of carving out a portion of our family's central North Dakota farmland--it's been in our family for more than 125 years-- that is presently being conventionally farmed, to create a farmstead where we will experiment with ways to live sustainably on the land while growing nutritious and delicious food.  It is our goal not to use artificial fertilizers or pesticides, and to use contemporary sources of energy: solar and, as it matures for smaller-than-utility-scale applications, wind --to power our home, vehicles, workshop, and farm tools.  
I am very pleased that the EPA has implemented plans to reduce CO2 emissions from our state's coal-fired power plants by 45% by 2030.  I believe that market forces will make coal, especially lignite, obsolete as an energy source within our lifetime.  Coal is filthy.  The Falkirk strip mining operations in McLean County have brought Tolkien's Mordor to what was once beautiful North Dakota farm and grazing land.  The efforts to "restore" the land once the lignite has been mined cannot possibly restore the subtle and fertile ecosystem of topsoil developed over millenia.  I hope it will no longer be cost effective to extract these energy sources from the ground once the true costs of their extraction to future generations and to the present health and wellbeing of the land and its citizens are calculated; and I am pleased that the EPA is beginning to make some meaningful requirements of the extractive industries and electric companies of North Dakota.  Our electric rates have been artificially low for far too long because they have failed to include the true long-term costs of coal-generated electricity.
Sincerely yours,
Mary P. Johnson
908 17th Ave SE
Minot, ND 58701
770-655-1713


-- 
The Rev. Mary P. Johnson
All Saints Episcopal Church
Minot, North Dakota

