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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Mary Ann Foss

Women’s Way State Office

701-328-2333

800-280-5512

Women’s Way May Provide a Way to Pay

(September, 2004) The American Cancer Society estimates that during 2004 more than 500 North Dakota women will discover they have breast or cervical cancer and more than 150 women will die from these diseases.  Breast and cervical cancers are most easily treated and cured when found early.  The best way to find breast cancer early is through yearly mammograms and breast exams at a clinic. Cervical cancers or pre-cancers can be found early by having regular Pap tests.

Women’s Way may provide a way to pay for breast and cervical cancer screenings. The program helps women who have limited incomes and do not have insurance that covers breast and cervical exams.  Women who enroll in Women’s Way usually receive the screening services from the doctor or clinic they select.

The breast and cervical screening tests available to eligible women ages 40 through 64 include clinical breast exams, Pap tests and pelvic exams. Women ages 50 to 64 also receive mammograms. 

To take part in Women’s Way, a woman’s family income cannot be more than $3,142 per month for a family of four. The limit for a family of two is $2,082 per month. It’s estimated that 22,000 North Dakota women may be eligible for Women’s Way.  Call 
1-800-44 WOMEN to find out if you are eligible.  The toll-free call will ring to a public health office near you.

Women’s Way began offering screening services in 1997. As of August 2004, Women’s Way has screened 6,335 women.  Through those screenings, 78 breast cancers and 521 cervical cancers and pre-cancers have been detected according to Mary Ann Foss, program coordinator, North Dakota Department of Health.  Women’s Way is funded by the federal government and managed by the North Dakota Department of Health.
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