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Women’s Way Makes A Difference for Lisbon Family 

Lisbon, N.D. (January 2, 2004) – Michelle Roberts and her husband, David, of Lisbon, N.D., moved to North Dakota as missionaries. Although Michelle, a mother of three boys, knew regular screenings were important, she and her husband were having trouble finding affordable health insurance. Michelle hadn’t had a cervical exam since the birth of her youngest son who is now six. She and her husband were saving so they could pay for a cervical exam on their own.

“We’ve been uninsured since my husband was done with school, and we were waiting. We had trouble finding insurance because I had had a kidney stone, and we were worried about me going in for a Pap because what if it comes back bad and we can’t get insured?” Michelle said.

Michelle finally had a Pap test in August. The Pap test results found abnormal cervical cells, severe dysplasia, which could result in cervical cancer. Michelle was scheduled for a colposcopy to test the cells. Michelle and her husband had saved for the Pap test but their savings wouldn’t cover more testing and treatments. 

Michelle and her husband now faced a potential cancer diagnosis and the fear and worry about how to pay for diagnosis and treatment that could potentially save Michelle’s life. That’s when Michelle’s husband remembered seeing a brochure for Women’s Way at the clinic. They called the toll-free number and Michelle enrolled in the program. 

“I was shocked to know I could keep seeing the same person for my care. That was really comforting to know I didn’t have to start over with a new doctor,” Michelle said. “It’s just a huge blessing not to have to worry about medical bills when I’m just trying to deal with this scary situation and trying to be a mom to three boys. We feel so blessed.”

Women’s Way paid for Michelle’s colposcopy and the subsequent procedure that removed the abnormal cells from the cervix. One of the goals of Women’s Way is to screen women who have never had a Pap test or who haven’t had a Pap test in five years. As Michelle hadn’t had a Pap test in six years, she was enrolled as a rarely or never been screened client. “This experience will help me to encourage other women to get in for appointments. There are a lot of women who don’t have insurance and who can’t afford to go in. To those women, I’d tell them to call Women’s Way,” Michelle said.

January is National Cervical Health Awareness Month. Cervical cancer, if detected early, is nearly 100 percent curable. Michelle Roberts knows first-hand just how important early detection is. “I always feared breast cancer because I have it all over my family. We tend to focus on breast care and we tend to forget about cervical care. Regular Pap tests are important. Early detection of cervical cancer is key,” Michelle said.

As Michelle makes appointments for medical follow-ups, she is reminded how lucky she is to have had her Pap test and treatment. As she home-schools her children and with each opportunity to help the people in her community, Michelle is thankful for the Women’s Way program, and she is even grateful for the experience. “This has actually allowed me to feel what other women are going through. You can’t really know until you walk down that path. I think this experience gives me a greater compassion in my work with people,” Michelle said. “I enjoy being a wife and a mom. We moved to North Dakota to be a help to the people here. We are missionaries and I just like to help. It was kind of weird to be on the flip side of things. To find the Women’s Way program that takes care of you and cares about you even over the phone – well, it’s just a blessing,” Michelle said.

Women’s Way is a breast and cervical cancer early detection program that provides low or no cost mammograms and Pap tests for eligible North Dakota women. The Women’s Way program is made possible by funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. North Dakota women ages 40 through 64 may be eligible for clinical breast exams, Pap tests and pelvic exams. North Dakota women ages 50 through 64 also may be eligible for mammograms. For more information, call 1-800-44 WOMEN or visit the Women’s Way website at www.ndhealth.gov/womensway. 
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