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BREAST CANCER SURVIVOR SERVES A SLICE OF 

SCREENING ADVICE  

Dawson, N.D. (October 4, 2005) – You’ll find Dawson Café owner, Diane Hager, buzzing around the tables with a pot of coffee in one hand and a plate in the other. “I love talking and being with people,” Diane said. The gift of gab is an asset as she serves coffee and the daily special. The café is a conversation center in the community. Folks know one another and often know much about one another. The nurse who visits Dawson to care for some older residents heard Diane didn’t have insurance and hadn’t received her regular breast or cervical screenings. The nurse told Diane about Women’s Way, North Dakota’s breast and cervical cancer early detection program. 

It had been over a decade since Diane had a mammogram or Pap test and her mother and three of her sisters had battled breast cancer. Diane knew screenings were important but she and her husband didn’t have insurance and didn’t have a way to pay. The nurse helped Diane fill out paperwork and enroll Diane in Women’s Way. 

With such a busy schedule Diane rarely found time to take care of herself. Even with a family history of breast cancer, Diane just didn’t make it in for her screening. “I’m stubborn I guess. I just didn’t get in,” Diane said.

Then in January she found a lump in her left breast. Her stubborn streak ended, it was time to go in. “I was only four years old when my mother died and I don’t really remember her. I have three little grandkids that wouldn’t remember me now if I wasn’t here. You kind of think of those things,” Diane said.

Word of Diane’s trouble spread through the community grapevine. The nurse who helped Diane sign up once for Women’s Way came back to help Diane re-enroll. This time Diane made it to her screenings and was diagnosed with breast cancer. Fear set in. Fear of cancer and fear of the costs associated with cancer treatment. “I thought, how can I go in I don’t have any insurance? What’s this going to cost?” Diane asked herself. Once again, the nurse appeared at the café counter and told Diane about the Medicaid/Women’s Way program that helps pay for breast and cervical cancer treatments for Women’s Way clients. Together they filled out the papers and scheduled a lumpectomy.

Diane’s breast cancer was detected early. She is grateful for Women’s Way. “Women’s Way is wonderful. I think there are a lot of women without insurance or who are underpaid or what ever. They need to get these mammograms and Paps and now they can get them and not worry so much,” Diane said.

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness month. Women’s Way urges all women age 40 and older to have a mammogram. Women’s Way may provide a way to pay for mammograms and Pap tests. Women’s Way is made possible by funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. North Dakota women ages 40 through 64 may be eligible for clinical breast exams, Pap tests and pelvic exams. North Dakota women ages 50 through 64 may also be eligible for mammograms. 

Today, Diane is feeling good and as she pours the coffee at the café counter, she laughs about being stubborn. She knows there are other women out there like her, with a stubborn streak. “I was scared. I didn’t want to know. I know I am stubborn and that’s why I didn’t go in, but not knowing doesn’t help. You need to go in. You just don’t know. Even if you can’t afford it you can call Women’s Way and get screenings. Don’t be as stubborn as I was, get in,” Diane said.

For more information about Women’s Way, call 1-800-44 WOMEN or visit the Women’s Way website at www.ndhealth.gov/womensway.
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