
North Dakota Oral Health Coalition 
Planning Retreat 

Friday, September 21, 2007 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Proposed Meeting Goals:  
• To review and discuss the results of the Oral Health Coalition Retreat In May; 
• To review and discuss progress made by the three Oral Health Coalition subcommittees; 
• To provide an opportunity for sub-committee meeting time and report back to the full 

Coalition; and 
• To identify and discuss next steps in planning and implementation; 

 
Proposed Meeting Products: 

• A shared knowledge base regarding the May Oral Health Coalition Retreat decisions and 
outcomes; 

• A shared knowledge based regarding the progress made by the three Oral Health 
Coalition sub-committees; 

• A time for sub-committees members to meet, continue their work and report back to the 
full Oral Health Coalition; and 

• Agreement on the next steps in planning and implementation. 
 

Meeting Participants: Cheryle Masset-Martz Becky Bailey, Marlene Hulm, Karen Larson, 
Henry Lebak, JoAnn Brager, Hollie Harrington, Margaret Lebak, Kathy Moum, Jillian Vanarny, 
Kim Senn, Kathleen Mangskau, Maija Beyer, Dave Zentner, Drinda Olsen, Kathy Keiser, Sarah 
Zwilling, Janelle Johnson and Pat Conway. 
 
Project Evaluators: Pat Conway, Kathy Moum, and Henry Lebak 
 
Opening Welcome and Introductions: Janelle greeted and started introductions.  Kathleen 
reviewed notes from the Retreat in May and talked about the Best Practices.     
 
Sub-Committee Reports: 
 
The 21ers:  (Integration) Cheryle – handouts given 
Group determined that vision priorities A & B would be their focus.  Objective were created for 
both priority.  Cheryle reported that in conjunction with the committee meeting, she met with       
of Blue Cross/Blue Shield (BC/BS).  BC/BS dos education presentations to the employers across 
the state that could be utilized to promote oral health. There may be a way to incorporate into 
current presentations but also creating one for oral health exclusively.  BC/BS could do 
presentations for pediatricians that would do an oral cavity screening, what to look for and 
provide a more standard referral process of any child to a dentist in the area and then the dentist 
will be more receptive to patient/needs. 
Cheryle and Kimberlie also met with Dr. Dwelle who was also supportive of the idea.   
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The 10 Spots: (Creative Solutions) Janelle – no meetings were held but will be moving forward 
on that after today. 
 
The 14ers: (Prevention & Intervention) Hollie – handouts given – Preventative group 
determined that they would focus on priorities E, F, and G. 
Reviewing the placements of Public Health Hygienists and noted these are in the Western and 
Central part of the state; Custer, Upper Missouri District Health Unit and Southwestern District 
Health Unit with noting in the eastern portion.  Kim also clarified that Title V dollars can be used 
broadly that would include oral health, but many have not, due to other areas of focus in there 
areas, or they feel that need is being met within other clinics in the area. Hollie indicated they are 
also reviewing HeadStart settings to see how many there are and how many have issues with 
dental access.  Hollie said their group also worked to help plan the fluoride varnish training that 
was newly changed in the last legislature. A training will be held in Minot on September 28, 
2007. The six oral health consultants will be attending this training so they can go around the 
state and train additional people across the state such as nurses. Hollie also talked about what 
Minnesota is doing for trainings with hired staff. They are doing screenings, varnish applications 
and fluoride.   
 
Committee Worktime: 
Cheryle went over the expectations that were expected of the Sub-committees for the next part of 
the day.  The groups will need to write SMART Objectives and Activities and the goals should 
be for the upcoming five-year grant cycle. 
 
Committee Meetings times:  Each of the committees spent time working on the goals they had 
determined to be of importance and then reported to the full group what they have decided to 
write SMART objectives for.  See attachments for details. These will be sent to the committee 
chairs and they will distribute to their respective committees.   
 
Discussion also included that there was a need for committees that should be working and active 
would/should include:  Access, Integration, Prevention, Policy, Legislation and Data. The Policy 
and Data committees should be linked to the meetings of the Coalition.  
 
OH Data Advisory Committee: Kathy Moum 
Kathy will address data issues as requested and can attend meetings for the sub-committees when 
asked. Meetings have been set for the upcoming year and will be added to our Calendar of 
Events for the Coalition members. 
 
Janelle brought to the attention of the Coalition, again, the question of whether or not the 
Coalition should register as a  501c3 group. When the project officer from CDC was here, it was 
stressed that the Coalition should have this title. There are advantages and disadvantages to 
having this status so a meeting should be set for discussion by anyone that is interested in 
attending. Kathy Keiser indicated that a meeting could be held in her facility, Ronald McDonald 
House at 609 N 7th from 1:00 – 2:30 on October 5. There is also the option for there to be a call-
in for anyone who is unable to travel. 
 

 2



 3

Discussion also included the types sub-committees that should be created to represent  the 
coalition needs: 
 
Integration 
Prevention 
Policy 
Legislation  
Data 
 
 
Meetings dates for the Committees are as follows: 
 
Access: October 26 at 11:30 at MedCenter One 
 
Integration: October 12 at 1:30 at TBA 
 
Prevention: October 30 at  9:00 at the Capitol – room to be determined 
 
Calendar will be updated and sent to the Coalition membership and will be added to the website 
as well.  Once the Objectives and Activities have been reviewed by the Committee Chairs, these 
will also be placed on the website for the Coalition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


