
North Dakota Oral Health Coalition 
Planning Retreat 

Friday, November 9, 2007 
 

Meeting Summary 
 

Proposed Meeting Goals:  
• To review and discuss progress made by the three Oral Health Coalition subcommittees; 
• To provide an opportunity for sub-committee meeting time and report back to the full 

Coalition; and 
• To identify and discuss next steps in planning and implementation; 

 
Proposed Meeting Products: 

• A shared knowledge base regarding the November 2 Conference decisions and outcomes; 
• A shared knowledge based regarding the progress made by the three Oral Health Coalition 

sub-committees; 
• Agreement on the next steps in planning and implementation. 
 

Meeting Participants: Keith Berger, Doreen Ott, Jodi Hulm, Karen Larson, Kathleen Mangskau, 
Dave Zentner, Kathy Keiser, Janelle Johnson, Kimberlie, Yineman, Colleen Ebach, Gary Garland, 
Shelly Gunsch, Paula Flanders, Sue Burns and Linda Rorman 
 
Project Evaluators: None were present at this meeting. 
 
Welcome and Introductions:  Janelle welcomed everyone to the meeting and started introductions.  
 
Review of November 2 Conference: Kimberlie announced that 56 people attended the meeting and 
represented the following areas: Legislators, Dentists, Hygienists, Assistants, Public Health staff, 
Head Start staff, ND Dental Association, Human Services staff, Indian Health Services staff and 
State Health Department staff. The morning agenda covered the issues being addressed in the 
national groups and then the afternoon focused on at State Panel that would tell about their access 
issues and possible solutions. After the panel discussion, the participants were then asked to work in 
groups to come up with the same or additional issues to be discussed as a group. Then the group as 
a whole narrowed the 21 issues down to five priorities that they felt should be brought forward to 
the Coalition to address, as well as the State Health Oral Health Program. The five priorities that 
were determined to be the first focus will include: loan repayment program, oral health awareness, 
Medicaid, collaboration and dental student rotation.   
 
Coalition members discussed how these five priorities will be moved forward. It was determined 
that these priorities will fit into the sub-committee objectives that some are already being focused 
on since September. For example, outside groups are already asking that the Coalition sponsor 
legislative bills. 
 
The Loan repayment would be easy to amend that language. Gary can provide the current 
legislative bill and will have the sub-committee review it and start getting a draft ready with new 
language for the July legislation meeting. The difficulty with the current legislation is that there is 
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focus on the rural areas for a dentist and no accommodation for the dentist practicing in a Public 
Health Clinic setting. Last year 13 applications were reviewed and only three can be recipients. 
Ruby, Park River and Cando were the last grantees awarded.  Gary reported that there is a National 
Health Services Federal program that can be used if justification for shortage in an area. But it is a 
two-year program unlike the state’s four-year program.    
 
Kathy Keiser stated that the Ronald McDonald (RM) house has dollars to expand services to the 
area and may be able to assist the Bridging the Dental Gap to keep a dentist at that facility. It was 
noted that the amount of $20,000 per year over four years would total $80,000. Some of the RM 
board members will be present for another meeting after the coalition meeting and this can be 
addressed with them and then it can be brought to the full board at their next meeting. Kathy 
indicated that budgets are being worked on currently and this would be a good time to submit this 
request before the end of the year. 
 
A recommendation was made that the Coalition provide an Ad Hoc Subcommittee to clarify 
comprehensive long-range loan repayment program. Seconded. Members of the Ad Hoc will be:  
Karen Larson, Chair; Gary Garland, Kim Yineman, Kathy Keiser Marcia Olson, Sharon Ericson 
and Joe Cichy. The Ad Hoc group will have the authority from the Coalition to submit a request for 
funds and that the funds are given directly to the BDG, if approved. The next meeting is December 
3, 2007 at 2 p.m. at Karen’s office. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports: 
The 21ers:  (Integration) Karen Larson 
Karen reviewed objectives listed on the handout that was sent with the agenda. Discussion from the 
Coalition included asking how well family practice doctors are trained during their schooling to 
include oral health in their residency. Karen indicated that training and a model curriculum is being 
looked at now with ARP. Kathleen indicated that there are curriculums that are listed on the Oral 
Health website and there are National grants available as well. 
 
The 10 Spots: (Creative Solutions) Janelle – Working with Ad Hoc to get new and more dentists 
and have been working on helping get the Caremobile into North Dakota. Members of this group 
have also been working on the Coalition status of a 501c3 non-profit organization. Jodi Hulm from 
Healthy Tracks will be joining this subcommittee as there are projects that her office is working to 
that will compliment coalition work. SCHIP program is working on Fact Sheets and will need to get 
information out to the public. Sue Burns, CSHS, will ask at their November 17 meeting about 
adding oral health related questions to their survey and will also visit it with Deneen Feist, Family 
Voices to see if there are any ways that her organization can add oral health into their focus. 
 
The 14ers: (Prevention & Intervention) Linda Rorman  
There is work being done on a Fluoride Varnish brochure and fact sheets.   
 
Work on Coalition 501c3 Status: 
It was the suggestion of CDC that that ND Oral Health Coalition reconsider the application for the 
501c3 status. The committee has met and started the application process. The Ronald McDonald 
House Foundation has agreed to pay up to $100 for the filing fee. This money will go to the state 
level of funding. A motion was made that the committee continue moving forward with the 
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application to the Federal level. Motion carried. Members of the Coalition working on this process 
are:  Kimberlie Yineman, Cheryle Masset-Martz, Kathleen Mangskau, Janelle Johnson, Joe Cichy, 
Dave Zentner and Kathy Keiser. Bylaws for the coalition are being worked on by Kathleen 
Mangskau and Janelle Johnson. 
 
Review of Fluoride Varnish Training: 
Kimberlie reviewed the Fluoride Varnish training that was conducted in Minot in September. There 
were 40-50 participants there throughout the day. Dr Amos Deinard from Minnesota was the trainer 
of the event. The Oral Health Consultants will be going out to do these trainings after January 1st. In 
the meantime, Kimberlie Yineman is working on the brochures, fact sheets, parent sheets, general 
orders, frequently asked questions handout, standing orders and reimbursement options. January 15, 
Kimberlie will be doing an update on the process with Head Start staff. It is being said that nurses 
are still uncomfortable with the application process so the training and information should be 
helpful for them. Information regarding the Fluoride Varnish will be on the Oral Health website as 
well. There is an online training option and when completed, Dr. Deinard and Kimberlie Yineman 
are notified by email that the training has been completed to keep a running list of all training 
personnel. The hands-on training will need to incorporate a roster type record of the individuals 
trained.   
 
It was questioned about how to include private clinics. Any that accept Medicaid can all be 
incorporated. Medicaid has a newsletter – Provider Bulletin – there is an article that is ready to be 
added to the January issue. Kimberlie will discuss linking the oral health website to the bulletin and 
so that information can be sent out and shared. 
 
Summary / Adjorn 
Accomplishments of the Coalition meeting: 

Forward motion of coalition activities 
 Workplans – making things happen 
 Working Relationships between new groups 
 Narrowing field of focus – workable timeframes 
 
 
Next Coalition meetings will be: January 11 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
     March 14   from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.  
 
 
If in Bismarck, please watch agenda for the meeting location and those unable to be here in person, 
please use the 800 number on the agenda as well. 
 
 


