
North Dakota Oral Health Coalition Annual Meeting Minutes 
Friday, May 9, 2008   9 am to 11 am 

North Dakota Department of Health – Bismarck 
 
 
Proposed Meeting Goals:   

• To review and discuss progress made by the three Oral Health Coalition sub-committees; 
• To provide an opportunity for sub-committee meeting time and report back to the full 

Coalition; 
• To identify and discuss the next steps in planning and implementation 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
Becky Bailey, Joe Cichy, Gary Garland, Shelly Gunsch, Hollie Harrington, Jody Hulm, Marlene 
Hulm, Janelle Johnson, Kathy Keiser, Carla Kelly, Margaret Lebak, Kathleen Mangskau, Sue 
Matteson, Kathy Moum, Doreen Ott, Linda Rorman, Kimberlie Yineman, and Dave Zentner.  No 
one called in on the phone. 
 
Sub-Committee Progress Reports: 
 
Team 21(Integration):  Cheryle Masset was absent from the meeting.  The Integration committee 
had not met and has nothing to report.  
 
The 14ers (Prevention):  There will be a transition of chair from Linda Rorman to Sue Matteson 
for this committee. The next meeting date is set up for June 18 from 10:00-12:00. 
 
Access: Kathy Kaiser reported that the Ronald McDonald House committee met on Apr. 17.    
Janelle reported on the oil money/tax cut situation, which may be changing.  
 
The Legislative committee  
The focus for the Legislative committee will be: 

• Loan repayment: 
Expand or increase dental loan repayment for Dentists  
Working in dental safety-net clinics.       

• Sealant/fluoride varnish program 
      The provisions should include funding for a sealant program and coordinator.   
• One time funding for safety net dental clinics 
       Draft provisions – additional funding for non profit dental clinics   
• Dental mobile unit: 

            Draft motion for a dental mobile unit.  The next mobile unit meeting is May 21. 
• Increased MA reimbursement.   
      Draft legislation to increase Dental Medicaid reimbursement to dental providers   
• Change scope of practice for Dental Hygienists:  expand scope of practice for registered 

dental hygienists in public health settings.  (This may need to be redefined later.)    
 



Kimberlie suggested the Coalition start to think about Champions to bring these bills to the 
legislature.  Possible choices mentioned were:  Elliot Glasheim and Judy Lee.  We also should 
start talking to our area legislators. 
 
Kimberlie Yineman, Cheryle Masset, Lana Schlecht, and Joe Cichy went to the National Oral 
Health Conference in Miami Florida.  It was very beneficial for representation from the North 
Dakota Dental Association to be a part of this conference. 
 
The pilot sealant program was done at Riverside Elementary in Bismarck.  The percentage of 
students participating in the program that qualified for free or reduced lunch program was 75.  Of 
the 16 students seen, nine received sealants, five were covered by Medical Assistance, and four 
didn’t have any coverage.  For more specific information, contact Kimberlie 
 
Jay Buringrud of the Legislative Council presented information about the legislative process.  He 
explained how new and veteran legislators are selected for committee assignment.  He also 
discussed how to testify before a committee.  He suggested a copy of the prepared testimony be 
presented to the committee clerk prior to testifying.  Also, we should use a 3-hole punch on our 
documents so they can be placed in a binder for better organization.  He distributed a handout, a 
brochure, and the 2009 Legislative calendar for future use. 
 
Kimberlie presented an update on the fluoride varnish program.  An additional training program 
was approved by the  Board of Dental Examiners (BODE).  The training for all the oral health 
consultants will be June 6.  Others can be trained after that date.  It was reported that Head Start is 
having a hard time getting MA numbers.  There have been computer problems in the system and 
changes in the MA.  Kimberlie has been encouraging health units to get their MA numbers soon. 
 
Carla Kelly reported on the dental care of women in the prison system in New England.  Some of 
the women are now bussed to Bowman twice a month.  They do not qualify for varnish after 21 
years old.  Many of these women have serious dental conditions due to their lifestyles and past 
addictions. Future consideration for the varnish program may include visiting with the Legislative 
Committee to determine if the law could be changed to include or allow varnish program to be 
used for special groups or populations beyond the age of 21. 
 
Nominations for Coalition Officers: 
 
President:  Janelle Johnson, Elected 
Vice President:  Sue Matteson,- Elected 
Secretary:  Hollie Harrington,- Elected  
Treasurer:  Joe Cichy,- Elected 
 
Nominations for Directors:   
Michael Goebel, DDS - Nominated  
Carla Kelly, RDH- Elected 
Dave Zentner -Nominated  
 
Janelle reminded us the By-Laws are available on the website. 



 
There was a discussion about fees for the Care Mobile.  The project director position may be 1-2 
years.  A business plan and clinical provider is needed. 
 
Carol Olson, Department of Human Services asked to have her name added to the Coalition 
membership list.  Other sponsors may be Patterson Dental and Blue Cross/Blue Shield. 
 
The next meetings of the OH Coalition will be July 11, 2008 and September 12, 2008.  
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
A special meeting was held on June 11, 2008.  Two vacant positions were filled by the board in 
accordance with the bylaws.  The meeting was attended by Janelle Johnson, Sue Matteson, Hollie 
Harrington, Joseph Cichy, and Kimberlie Yineman.  There was a motion from Janelle to nominate 
Mike Goebel to a one year term as director of the NDOHC, this was seconded and the motion was 
carried.   There was a motion from Sue to nominate Dave Zentner to a 2 year term as a Director of 
the NDOHC and was seconded, motion was approved. 
 
Also discussed, was the oral health coalition meeting scheduled for July 11, 2008.  The board 
decided to convene the meeting as scheduled.  Joe will ask Lana Schlect (President of the North 
Dakota Dental Association) if she could attend and also present the NDDA’s view on the 
legislation that the coalition is considering.  Melissa Olson will also present on Healthy North 
Dakota.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


