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Views expressed in this presentation are those of  the staff  and do not necessarily represent Views expressed in this presentation are those of  the staff  and do not necessarily represent 
the views of  the Commissionthe views of  the Commission

CPSC is an independent agency created CPSC is an independent agency created 
to protect the public from unreasonable to protect the public from unreasonable 
risks of  injury associated with risks of  injury associated with 

What is CPSC?What is CPSC?

j yj y
consumer products.consumer products.
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Commission Authority

 Consumer Product Safety Act

 Federal Hazardous Substances Act

 Poison Prevention Packaging Act

 Flammable Fabrics Act

 Refrigerator Safety Act

 Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Act

 Children’s Gasoline Burn Prevention Act

 Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act
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VIRGINIA GRAEME BAKERVIRGINIA GRAEME BAKER
POOL & SPA SAFETY ACTPOOL & SPA SAFETY ACT

 Each public pool and spa shall be equipped with antiEach public pool and spa shall be equipped with anti--entrapment entrapment 
devices or systems that comply with the ASME/ANSI A112.19.8 devices or systems that comply with the ASME/ANSI A112.19.8 

ANDAND

 Each public pool and spa with a single main drain other than an Each public pool and spa with a single main drain other than an 
unblockable drain (18” X 23”) shall be equipped with 1 orunblockable drain (18” X 23”) shall be equipped with 1 orunblockable drain (18  X 23 ) shall be equipped…with 1 or unblockable drain (18  X 23 ) shall be equipped…with 1 or 
more devices designed to prevent entrapment.more devices designed to prevent entrapment.
 SAFETY VACUUM RELEASE SYSTEMSAFETY VACUUM RELEASE SYSTEM

 SUCTIONSUCTION--LIMITING VENT SYSTEMLIMITING VENT SYSTEM

 GRAVITY DRAINAGE SYSTEMGRAVITY DRAINAGE SYSTEM

 AUTOMATIC PUMP SHUTAUTOMATIC PUMP SHUT--OFF SYSTEMOFF SYSTEM

 DRAIN DISABLEMENTDRAIN DISABLEMENT
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VIRGINIA GRAEME BAKERVIRGINIA GRAEME BAKER
POOL & SPA SAFETY ACTPOOL & SPA SAFETY ACT

 State Grant ProgramState Grant Program
 Hire and Train Enforcement PersonnelHire and Train Enforcement Personnel

 Educate Pool contractors, Operators, and the PublicEducate Pool contractors, Operators, and the Public
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 Requires Commission to Establish Education       
Program to Inform the Public

CHILDREN'S GASOLINE CHILDREN'S GASOLINE 
BURN PREVENTION ACTBURN PREVENTION ACT

 Each portable gasoline container manufactured … for sale Each portable gasoline container manufactured … for sale 
in the United States shall conform to the childin the United States shall conform to the child--resistance resistance 
requirements for closures on portable gasoline containers requirements for closures on portable gasoline containers 
specified in the standard ASTM F 2517specified in the standard ASTM F 2517--05.05.

O l iO l i fill d f l b lfill d f l b l Only gas containers, not preOnly gas containers, not pre--filled fuel bottles etc.filled fuel bottles etc.

 Includes commercial gas containers not intended for public Includes commercial gas containers not intended for public 
but available to public.but available to public.

 Does not include “portable marine fuel tanks” which have Does not include “portable marine fuel tanks” which have 
their own standard.their own standard.
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Consumer Product Consumer Product 
Safety Improvement Safety Improvement 

ActActActAct
A Work in ProgressA Work in Progress

http://www.cpsc.gov/abhttp://www.cpsc.gov/ab
out/cpsia/cpsia.htmlout/cpsia/cpsia.html

SECTION 101: Children’s Products SECTION 101: Children’s Products 
Containing Lead, Lead PaintContaining Lead, Lead Paint

 Products designed or intended primarily for children 12 and younger Products designed or intended primarily for children 12 and younger 
containing more than 600 containing more than 600 ppmppm of lead banned with civil and criminal of lead banned with civil and criminal 
penalties. The limit goes down to 100 penalties. The limit goes down to 100 ppmppm after three years, or August after three years, or August 
14, 2011, unless the Commission determines that it is not 14, 2011, unless the Commission determines that it is not 
technologically feasible to have this lower limit.technologically feasible to have this lower limit.

 Some children’s products may be exempted or excused from these new Some children’s products may be exempted or excused from these new 
lead limits if a component part containing lead is inaccessible. lead limits if a component part containing lead is inaccessible. 

 Paint, coatings or electroplating may not be considered a barrier that Paint, coatings or electroplating may not be considered a barrier that 
would make the lead content of a product inaccessible to a child.would make the lead content of a product inaccessible to a child.

 All Product exemption request have been denied to this point but All Product exemption request have been denied to this point but 
several are under stays of enforcement including bicycles and ATVs.  several are under stays of enforcement including bicycles and ATVs.  
Different limits were set for electronic productsDifferent limits were set for electronic products
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January 2010 Report to CongressJanuary 2010 Report to Congress

 Commission reached consensus on several Commission reached consensus on several 
issues:issues:
 Need for more flexibility in deciding when Need for more flexibility in deciding when 

exemptions from lead limits are appropriateexemptions from lead limits are appropriateexemptions from lead limits are appropriate exemptions from lead limits are appropriate 

 Desirable to make future reductions in lead limits Desirable to make future reductions in lead limits 
prospective, not retroactiveprospective, not retroactive

 Need for greater flexibility on booksNeed for greater flexibility on books

 Need for flexibility on certification requirements for Need for flexibility on certification requirements for 
low volume manufacturers low volume manufacturers 
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SECTION 102 CertificationsSECTION 102 Certifications

 Section 102 of the CPSIA requires conformity Section 102 of the CPSIA requires conformity 
certification for all products, other than certification for all products, other than 
children's products, subject to a consumer safety children's products, subject to a consumer safety 
rule under any act enforced by the Commissionrule under any act enforced by the Commissionrule under any act enforced by the Commission.rule under any act enforced by the Commission.

 The certificate is to be based on a test of each The certificate is to be based on a test of each 
product or upon a reasonable testing program.product or upon a reasonable testing program.
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Section 102:  Mandatory 3Section 102:  Mandatory 3rdrd Party Party 
Testing for Children’s ProductsTesting for Children’s Products

 Every manufacturer/importer/private labeler of a children’s Every manufacturer/importer/private labeler of a children’s 
product must have its product tested by an accredited product must have its product tested by an accredited 
independent testing lab and issue a certificate that the product independent testing lab and issue a certificate that the product 
meets all applicable CPSC requirements.meets all applicable CPSC requirements.

 This requirement was already in force for lead in paint smallThis requirement was already in force for lead in paint small This requirement was already in force for lead in paint, small This requirement was already in force for lead in paint, small 
parts, cribs, pacifiers, and children's metal jewelry.parts, cribs, pacifiers, and children's metal jewelry.

 CPSC given authority to accredit labs.  Lists will be posted on CPSC given authority to accredit labs.  Lists will be posted on 
cpsc.gov.cpsc.gov.

 There is an indefinite stay of enforcement on many of these There is an indefinite stay of enforcement on many of these 
products for development of appropriate testing programs and products for development of appropriate testing programs and 
lab certifications.lab certifications.
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Section 103 Tracking Labels for Section 103 Tracking Labels for 
Children’s ProductsChildren’s Products

 Requires manufacturers to have a tracking label or other Requires manufacturers to have a tracking label or other 
distinguishing permanent mark “to the extent practicable” on distinguishing permanent mark “to the extent practicable” on 
any consumer product primarily intended for children twelve and any consumer product primarily intended for children twelve and 
younger.younger.

 Purpose is to be able to identify source materials in productPurpose is to be able to identify source materials in product Purpose is to be able to identify source materials in product Purpose is to be able to identify source materials in product 
involved in hazardous incident or regulatory action.involved in hazardous incident or regulatory action.

 Must Include:Must Include:
 Place of ManufacturePlace of Manufacture

 Date of ManufactureDate of Manufacture

 Batch or Lot NumbersBatch or Lot Numbers

 CPSC given authority to modify required labeling product by product CPSC given authority to modify required labeling product by product 
basisbasis
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SECTION 104 Durable Nursery SECTION 104 Durable Nursery 
GoodsGoods

 Section 104 of the Act requires the Commission to study and Section 104 of the Act requires the Commission to study and 
develop safety standards for infant and toddler products develop safety standards for infant and toddler products 
including: including: 
 FullFull--size cribs and non fullsize cribs and non full--size cribssize cribs

 Toddler bedsToddler beds

 High chairsHigh chairs

 Booster chairs, hook on chairsBooster chairs, hook on chairs

 Bath seats Bath seats 

 Gates and other enclosure for confining a childGates and other enclosure for confining a child

 Play yardsPlay yards

 Stationary activity centersStationary activity centers

 Infant carriersInfant carriers

 StrollersStrollers

 Walkers;Walkers;

 SwingsSwings

 Bassinets and cradlesBassinets and cradles. . 
1313

Section 104: Durable Nursery Section 104: Durable Nursery 
GoodsGoods

 Manufacturers / Importers to provide a postage Manufacturers / Importers to provide a postage 
prepaid registration card. This registration card prepaid registration card. This registration card 
will enable the manufacturer or retailer of the will enable the manufacturer or retailer of the 
product to contact consumers with recall orproduct to contact consumers with recall orproduct to contact consumers with recall or product to contact consumers with recall or 
other safety information.other safety information.

 If firm develops more effective technological If firm develops more effective technological 
answer for tracking, CPSC may grant permission answer for tracking, CPSC may grant permission 
to use that method in place of registration cards.to use that method in place of registration cards.
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Section 105 Labeling for Section 105 Labeling for 
Advertising Toys and GamesAdvertising Toys and Games

 Toys and games which previously required Toys and games which previously required 
labeling regarding chocking hazards and small labeling regarding chocking hazards and small 
parts are now required to include a warning in parts are now required to include a warning in 
print advertising as wellprint advertising as wellprint advertising as well.print advertising as well.
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Section 106 Mandatory Standards Section 106 Mandatory Standards 
for Toysfor Toys

 Made ASTM toy standards mandatoryMade ASTM toy standards mandatory
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Section 108 PhthalatesSection 108 Phthalates

 Establishes concentration levels for 6 phthalates in Establishes concentration levels for 6 phthalates in toys toys 
for children under age 14for children under age 14 and child care articles for use and child care articles for use 
with children age 3 and under.with children age 3 and under.

 Three in children’s products and three additional in Three in children’s products and three additional in pp
products which can be mouthed.products which can be mouthed.

 Unlike the lead provision, phthalate section lacks an Unlike the lead provision, phthalate section lacks an 
exception for inaccessible components.exception for inaccessible components.

 Commission enforcement focus remains on items of Commission enforcement focus remains on items of 
greatest risk.greatest risk.
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Section 212 Public DatabaseSection 212 Public Database

 Requires CPSC to establish and maintain a publicly Requires CPSC to establish and maintain a publicly 
available, searchable database on the safety of consumer available, searchable database on the safety of consumer 
products and other products or substances regulated by products and other products or substances regulated by 
the Commission, which is accessible to the public the Commission, which is accessible to the public 
through the Commission’s website.through the Commission’s website.

 SaferProducts.gov SaferProducts.gov 

 Projected date for public portal: March 2011Projected date for public portal: March 2011

 How will the public database change our work?How will the public database change our work?
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Section 212 Expanded Section 212 Expanded ReportingReporting

 Adds the requirement to report when Adds the requirement to report when any any 
product or substanceproduct or substance over which the over which the 
Commission has jurisdiction fails to comply with Commission has jurisdiction fails to comply with 
“any other rule regulation standard or ban“any other rule regulation standard or banany other rule, regulation, standard, or ban any other rule, regulation, standard, or ban 
under this Act or any other Act enforced by the under this Act or any other Act enforced by the 
Commission.” Commission.” 
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Section 217 PenaltiesSection 217 Penalties

 Increased maximum penalty for each violation to $100,000. Increased maximum penalty for each violation to $100,000. 
Maximum penalty amounts for a related series of violations Maximum penalty amounts for a related series of violations 
increased to $15 million.increased to $15 million.

 Require the Commission to now consider the following in Require the Commission to now consider the following in 
determining fines:determining fines:determining fines:determining fines:

 The nature, circumstances, extent and gravity of the violation.The nature, circumstances, extent and gravity of the violation.

 Appropriateness of the penalty in relation to the size of the Appropriateness of the penalty in relation to the size of the 
business including how to mitigate undue adverse economic business including how to mitigate undue adverse economic 
impacts on small businessesimpacts on small businesses

 The severity of the risk of injuryThe severity of the risk of injury

 The occurrence or absence of injuryThe occurrence or absence of injury

 The number of defective products distributed.The number of defective products distributed.
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Section 218 State Attorneys Section 218 State Attorneys 
GeneralGeneral

 Section 218 gives the State attorneys general authority to enforce certain federal Section 218 gives the State attorneys general authority to enforce certain federal 
product safety laws. The State attorneys general will be able to sue on behalf of the product safety laws. The State attorneys general will be able to sue on behalf of the 
residents of their state to:residents of their state to:

 Stop the sale of products that violate CPSC issued safety standards; Stop the sale of products that violate CPSC issued safety standards; 

 Stop the sale of certain recalled products as announced by the Commission; Stop the sale of certain recalled products as announced by the Commission; 

 Stop the sale of banned hazardous substances; Stop the sale of banned hazardous substances; p ;p ;

 Stop the sale of children’s products that have not been certified as tested by thirdStop the sale of children’s products that have not been certified as tested by third--
party laboratories once those certification requirements go into effect; party laboratories once those certification requirements go into effect; 

 Stop the sale of children’s products that lack tracking labels once that requirement Stop the sale of children’s products that lack tracking labels once that requirement 
goes into effect; goes into effect; 

 Enforce the prohibitions against stockpiling products in advance of regulatory Enforce the prohibitions against stockpiling products in advance of regulatory 
changes; and changes; and 

 Stop the sale of products with safety marks if the use of those marks is Stop the sale of products with safety marks if the use of those marks is 
unauthorizedunauthorized
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State Attorneys GeneralState Attorneys General
CPSIA section 218CPSIA section 218

 CPSC holds a monthly call with representatives CPSC holds a monthly call with representatives 
of State AG offices.of State AG offices.

 We are working to ensure a coordinated We are working to ensure a coordinated 
enforcement approach.enforcement approach.
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Section 223 “Generic Defect” Section 223 “Generic Defect” 
RuleRule

 Allows the Commission, by rule, to define the Allows the Commission, by rule, to define the 
presence or absence of certain characteristics as presence or absence of certain characteristics as 
a defect for a class of products.a defect for a class of products.

 Characteristic m st be “readily observable” andCharacteristic m st be “readily observable” and Characteristic must be readily observable  and Characteristic must be readily observable  and 
addressed by voluntary standards that are addressed by voluntary standards that are 
effective and generally complied with.effective and generally complied with.

 Characteristic may be one that should not be Characteristic may be one that should not be 
present (drawstring) or one that should (GFCI present (drawstring) or one that should (GFCI 
on hairdryer).on hairdryer).
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Contact Information

Bruce BlackmanBruce Blackman

InvestigatorInvestigator

Salt Lake City UT Field OfficeSalt Lake City UT Field OfficeSalt Lake City, UT Field OfficeSalt Lake City, UT Field Office

 801801-- 331331--8240 8240 

 bblackman@cpsc.gov
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