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MEMO 
 
TO:    Partners in Tuberculosis Prevention & Control 
 
FROM: Dee Pritschet,  Tuberculosis Controller, Division of Disease Control 
  Christie Massen, Director, Division of Microbiology 
 
DATE:  17 June 2019 
 
RE: Restriction on the Release of PPD from NDDoH Supply  
 
In response to the announced nationwide shortage of APLISOL®, a product of Par Pharmaceuticals, the North 
Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH) has learned from other jurisdictions that the procurement of 
TUBERSOL® is also becoming increasingly difficult.  TUBERSOL® is the FDA approved purified protein 
directivities (PPD) routinely supplied by NDDoH for the purpose of testing for tuberculosis.  While not in official 
shortage, it is expected that due to the high demand for TUBERSOL® in the absence of APLISOL®, 
TUBERSOL® will to be in restricted availability soon.   In preparation, NDDoH will no longer be delivering 
orders of PPD for routine screening of tuberculosis.  The current state supply of TUBERSOL® will be reserved 
for the screening of tuberculosis exposed individuals 5 years and younger in which phlebotomy can more 
difficult or for children under the age of 2 in which interferon-gamma release assay (IGRA) tests are not 
recommended. 
 
It is strongly suggested that for those over the age of 5 to receive an IGRA blood test in place of a tuberculin 
skin test (TST).  The North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Microbiology, performs these tests daily 
with results available within 3 days.  The cost of this test is $25.  For those who have contracts with NDDoH for 
Tuberculosis Surveillance activities, the costs of these tests are billable to those awards for persons at high-risk 
for TB infection.   
 
For questions related to specimen collection and submission, please contact Kristie Schwarzkopf at 
701.328.6272 or at kschwarzkopf@nd.gov.   
 
For questions related to tuberculosis infection and screening, please feel free to contact Dee Pritschet at 
701.328.2377 or at djpritschet@nd.gov.      


