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Construction still happens during 
winter months



Therefore, so should erosion and 
sediment control practices…..



What is required?

• We must consider 
outcome…. Prevent 
off-site sediment 
problems. Permit 
requirements are still 
in place.  



What if the site is not active?
Consider outcome. Controls
must be in place . Where parts 
of the construction site have 
undergone final stabilizationfinal stabilization , 
but work remains on other 
parts of the site, inspections of 
the stabilized areas may be 
reduced. Where work has 
been suspended due to frozen 
ground conditions, self 
monitoring inspections and 
maintenance must take place 
prior to runoff occurring  at 
the site or priorprior to resuming 
construction, whichever comes 
first.



Major compliance issue is lack of 
stabilization.



Is this stabilization?



Major challenges of winter construction 
site management…. Weather….. and 

getting stuff done. 

• Inlet protection

• Off site tracking
• Temporary cover 

issues
• Silt fence
• Snow plows……



What’s the big deal, they probably 
won’t even come to inspect my 

site…..



The big deal is…..

• Environmental impacts
• Laws / Regulations demanding action
• Cost ramifications
• Agency fines and violations
• Negative public relations
• Citizen lawsuits



Examples of notifications by 
cities…



If the inspector saw these sites, 
would you be in compliance?



Major challenges of winter 
construction site management….

• Inlet protection

• Off site tracking
• Temporary cover 

issues
• Drainage swale 

protection

• Silt fence
• Maintenance

• Snow plows……







Consideration for Inlet Protection 
in the Winter…..

• May need to pull the 
device on a daily 
basis  for public 
safety reasons.  

• Some devices and 
applications have a 
difficult time during 
the winter.

• Be cautious of  below 
ground devices that 
can freeze in.





Off site tracking

• Make sure to keep 
the streets clean to 
avoid complaints

• Topdressing rock 
entrances are much 
more effective on 
frozen ground

• Be clear about site 
access issues



Preventing Problems 

“All erosion prevention 
and sediment control 
BMPs must be inspected 
to ensure integrity and 
effectiveness.  All 
nonfunctional BMPs must 
be repaired, replaced, or 
supplemented with 
functional BMPs. “





Temporary cover issues

• You can still mulch 
and/or  spread 
woodchips on frozen 
ground.

Applications take 
longer

• Rates are more 
difficult to control





















Temporary ProtectionTemporary Protection
Hydromulching

• Spray On application 
has unique 
advantages

• Tends to be middle 
range cost alternative

• Biodegradable 
Material

• Application is quick, 
and requires minimal 
labor







Drainage Swales

• Permit requirements 
prevent discharge of 
turbid water – even in 
the winter

• Proper protection is 
critical to spring runoff 
issues





Silt Fence

• Remember, permit 
requirements are still 
enforceable while 
construction is 
occurring

• 2005 winter, no cease 
in silt fence 
application



Snow plows…..

• If they knock it down, 
you are obligated to 
fix it.

• Allowing room for 
snow is critical for 
success





r

rock, 
compost, 
straw, wood

Filter logs 









Maintenance

• Common maintenance 
activities
– Repair or replace damaged silt 

fence
– Sediment removal when 

reaching � the height of the 
fence.

– Tracked sediment removed 
from street.

– Checking Inlet protection on a 
daily basis

• All sediment control BMPs will require 
maintenance depending on site conditions.



Maintenance

“All silt fences must be 
repaired, replaced, or 
supplemented when they 
become nonfunctional or 
the sediment reaches 1/3 of 
the height of the fence.  
These repairs must be 
made within 24 hours of 
discovery, or as soon as 
field conditions allow
access.”



Pollution Prevention Management 
Measures

“Solid Waste: Collected 
sediment, asphalt and 
concrete millings, floating 
debris, paper, plastic, 
fabric, construction and 
demolition debris and 
other wastes must be 
disposed of properly and 
must comply with 
disposal requirements.”



Pollution Prevention Management 
Measures

“Hazardous Materials: Oil, 
gasoline, paint and any 
hazardous substances 
must be properly stored, 
including secondary 
containment, to prevent 
spills, leaks or other 
discharge.  Restricted 
access to storage areas 
must be provided to 
prevent vandalism.  
Storage and disposal of 
hazardous waste must be 
in compliance with 
regulations.”



It does snow, every year, 
in North Dakota……



Permit Obligations are still required




