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PREAMBLE

Public concern about odors produced by animal feeding operations and agricultural concern
for rights to practice farming and ranching emerged within North Dakota during 1998. As
remedies for these concerns, the 1999 North Dakota Legislative Assembly approved
amendments to law that (1) limited the powers of local governments to prohibit or prevent the
use of land or buildings for farming or ranching but allowed local governments to regulate the
nature and scope of concentrated feeding operations, and (2) established a state standard for
odors. The 1999 legislation was Senate Bills 2355 and 2365.

Subsequent to signing this legislation, Governor Edward T. Schafer issued Executive Order
1999-03, which reads in part:

The Department of Health shall . . . take steps reasonably necessary to protect the
environment of the state of North Dakota, according to its responsibilities under law;

and,

The Department shall establish a working group with interested political subdivisions,
or their associations to develop model zoning regulations for the subdivisions to
implement as they deem appropriate; . .

The Department of Health arranged for and facilitated meetings of the work group and a
committee of the work group. The work group was comprised of representatives of two
livestock producer associations, three boards of county commissioners, two township officers
associations, two city officers and the Department of Health. At times, several other people
participated in meetings or assisted the work group, including county planners and land-use
administrators.

This document is the product of the work group. It represents the consensus recommendation
of the work group for zoning of concentrated feeding operations, sometimes referred to as
feedlots or animal feeding operations. Its purpose is to:

Ly Provide a reference, or model, for zoning and ordinances pertaining to concentrated
feeding operations for use by the local governments across North Dakota.

= Remind local govemments of their roles in protecting public safety and health and in
planning the uses, conservation and protection of natural resources, including land for

farming and ranching.

= Foster uniform zoning ordinances for concentrated feeding operations among counties
and townships. Since regional differences in population density, climate, and soil and
water resources occur across the state, local governments can revise the model as
appropriate. V

b Avoid duplication among state environmental protection rules and local government
zoning ordinances. '






