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This year, begin a new tradition or add to an already existing family custom with some simple games and activities.
Where is Mr. Turkey?

Instead of saying "warmer...colder," you gobble.

One player is the hunter and the others are helpers.  The hunter leaves the room.  The helpers hide a small toy turkey (or small stuffed animal).  The hunter returns with a mission to find the turkey.  Helpers give clues by "gobbling" like turkeys.  If the hunter is not close, the helpers gobble very quietly.  As the hunter gets closer, the helpers gobble more and more loudly until Mr. Turkey is found.
Pumpkin Hunt
On 12 index cards, have your children draw or glue a picture (from magazines, newspapers, etc.) of a pumpkin.  To play, everyone leaves the room except the leader.  The leader hides the cards around the room.  The children return to the room and begin the hunt.  As each pumpkin is found, it is brought back to the leader, who places them in a separate pile for each hunter.  When all the pumpkins have been found, the hunter with the most pumpkins is the winner and becomes the leader for the next round.

Play Dough Food Centerpieces

· 1 cup salt

· ½ cup boiling water

· 1½ cups flour

· 2 tablespoons oil

· Wax paper

· Food coloring

· Cookie cutters (optional)

1. In a large bowl, make play dough by mixing all ingredients except food coloring.
2. Let your children pick out their favorite colors and divide the dough into different piles depending on the number of colors chosen.

3. Add a few drops of food coloring to each pile of dough and mix.
4. Give each child a piece of wax paper and place enough play dough on the paper to shape into their favorite food.  Cookie cutters can also be used to shape the dough into food or holiday shapes.
5. [image: image1.wmf]Display the food centerpieces at your dinner table during your family meals.

