NDDOH Public Comment Meeting Notes

Good Evening,

My name is Troy Leingang, Environmental Manager of Freedom Mine.  As we often say at the Mine, it is a "Good Day to be a Coal Miner" and I truly believe that today.  Look at this great crowd supporting our Lignite Industry.   I would first like to thank NDDOH for conducting this public hearing on EPA's Clean Power Plan and North Dakota's State Implementation Plan within the heart of "Coal Country."   

I have worked for North American Coal for 23 years primarily within the disciplines of Environmental, Reclamation, and Operations.  I’m extremely proud of North American Coal's commitment to the Safety of their employees, Environmental Compliance, and Reclamation standards.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, I would like to voice my support for NDDOH moving forward with writing a State Implementation Plan that does not negatively impact our State's Lignite Coal industry.   We have proven for over 50-years we can mine the coal, utilize the coal, and reclaim the areas to pre-mine standards while having a positive impact to the local communities and the environment.  I would like this to continue which means coal needs to be a big part of the State's Implementation Plan.  

I support the NDDOH writing of the State Implementation Plan and ask you to consider the following factors while doing so:

		1.)  Human Factor -   A plan that shuts down or retires power plants early means associated mines will also likely close resulting in a loss of thousands of good paying jobs and have a detrimental impact to the surrounding communities.  The ND lignite industry has very low turnover with their employees as they tend to stay in their jobs until retirement.  

		2.)  Regulatory Factor - From my experience, all employees in the lignite industry are extremely proud of their Environmental Compliance and Land Reclamation achievements.  ND Coal Mines have won several Federal and State Reclamation and Environmental awards while mining lignite coal since the 1970’s.  These achievements and awards are a result of a positive working relationship with ND State Regulatory agencies including NDDOH.  The State Implementation Plan should provide some flexibility and allow coal mines, generation facilities, and the State time to come up with innovative ways to meet the CO2 goal by 2030.  If we work together we will find a solution.  

		3.)  Economic Factor - the Lignite Industry in 2014 accounted for $3 billion in total economic activity.  It is well known that North Dakota generation facilities produce some of the most affordable and reliable electricity in the United States.  This benefits families and business within the region.  The State Implementation Plan should not be written resulting in increased cost to rate-payers and a negative impact to economic activity.  Coal's reliability and low cost needs to be considered in the final draft. 


Thank you.  Troy Leingang
