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December 14, 2015

North Dakota Department of Health
Division of Air Quality
918 E Divide Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

North Dakota Farm Bureau appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Clean Power Plan that has been promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Our organization represents 27,000 member families and we are opposed to the EPA’s Clean Power Plan.  Moreover, we are collectively members of the 5.9 million member American Farm Bureau Federation and we stand unified in the belief that this initiative by the EPA is wrong not only in its goals or purposes, but it is also wrong in its methodology and in its lack of true science.  Moreover, this initiative is wrong for its effect on the entire country, with no appreciable gain toward any stated goal.   

Here in North Dakota, the Clean Power Plan will have a devastating impact on our state.  We feel that the only palatable option available to the Department of Health is to develop a state plan that is right for our citizens, our taxpayers, and our energy consumers, without the presumption that the EPA’s compulsory plan is necessary or indispensable for the progress of America.   It is extremely short-sighted to accept the premise that carbon dioxide is a pollutant.  Yet, this is the backbone of the entire Clean Energy proposal and is simply not true: But for purely political reasons the current administration is promoting this falsehood.  And sadly the states are reluctant to push-back on this false premise.   

Basic high school science tells us that the molecules of two different elements, nitrogen and oxygen, make up about 99 percent of the air. Carbon dioxide is no more a pollutant than nitrogen, oxygen, argon, helium or any of the other gases that make up our atmosphere.  Furthermore, CO2 is essential to life on earth.  It is necessary for plant growth since increased CO2 intake as a result of increased atmospheric concentration causes many trees and other plants to grow more vigorously.  To accept the premise that we can impact our environment or somehow improve our air quality by the reduction of CO2 in America is a slap in the face of sound science.   Human-produced CO2 is a miniscule fraction of a percentage of greenhouse gases that the Clean Power Plan alleges to be targeting. The small amount of CO2 produced by humans is wholly beneficial to the planet.

Tragically, the pseudoscience involved in promoting the administrations Clean Energy Plan does the greatest injustice to those who can least afford it – the working families of America and those who cannot afford the energy rate increases and taxes that are the true goal of this proposal. 

North Dakota Farm Bureau fully expects our state Health Department to develop a plan outside of the dictates of the EPA, and in doing so we presume that you will place the needs of North Dakotans rather than the mandates of federal bureaucrats at the forefront of your decision making process.

Respectfully,
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Peter F. Hanebutt
Director of Public Policy
North Dakota Farm Bureau
4900 Ottawa Street
Bismarck, ND 58503
pete@ndfb.org
(701) 224-0330 office
(701) 371-0027 cell
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