From: Eric Fewson [mailto:Eric.Fewson@WestPlainsEngineering.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2015 11:07 AM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: Public Comment on EPA Clean Power Plan

To Whom This May Concern:

I was unable to attend the public meeting in Bismarck in regards to the EPA’s Power Plan Rule.  I would like to offer some comments.

According to the American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE), North Dakota Ranks 51st in Energy Efficiency.
http://database.aceee.org/state/north-dakota

North Dakota is very fortunate to have low-cost electricity from lignite-fueled generation as well as close proximity to natural gas sources.  Given our fortunate location, North Dakota has turned a blind eye to energy efficiency as an investment.  After reviewing the Public Meeting presentation, I see no mention of energy efficiency.  The EPA, while not always welcome in our state, has much experience in energy efficiency and lists multiple resources for energy efficiency measures.  It has been well documented that energy efficiency improvements offer one of the greatest returns on investment.  

Investor owned utilities (IOU’s) and electric coops (REC’s) in the state offer little-to-no incentives for energy efficiency improvements.  Typically REC’s offer rebates for energy efficient equipment, but the rebate is tied to increasing electric load, not decreasing.  A quick glance at Montana-Dakota Utilities web page also shows that there is no energy efficiency incentives for North Dakota customers. 

North Dakota is due for a renewed interest in energy efficiency as a primary method to help address the EPA Power Plan Rule.  I suggest the Dept. of Health focus on means necessary to encourage energy efficiency at both the source and load sides of our energy.  This can be done by directing (or mandating) utility providers in the state to offer energy efficiency incentives. The current Energy Conservation Grant (Dept of Commerce) should be expanded to include commercial and industrial customers.  This Grant could and should be marketed much more aggressively.

Other states have implemented energy efficiency programs that pay for the energy improvements completed by the end-user.  The end-user than pays the cost back through the utility bills.

Lastly, I would like to point out that North Dakota has energy efficiency professionals locally.  I would encourage those that read this comment take it to heart and reach out.  We have many qualified professionals right here and we are ready to help.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide an opinion.

Respectfully Submitted,

Eric Fewson P.E., C.E.M.
Electrical Engineer, Office Manager
WEST PLAINS ENGINEERING, INC.
233 West Broadway
Bismarck, ND 58501-3737
Phone: (701) 751-7322  Fax: (701) 751-7323
Cell: (701) 425-2608
Eric.Fewson@westplainsengineering.com

