From: Dale T Gilje [mailto:dale.gilje@beulahschools.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 16, 2015 11:01 AM
To: DOH, Air Quality
Subject: EPA's meeting in Beulah on 11-12-2015

Terry L. O’Clair, P.E., 
Hi, I attended the public comment meeting in Beulah on November 12, 2015.  The meeting was quite lengthy so I will just e-mail my short report card as related to EPS’s Clean Power Plan.  Thanks for including in the comments.  Dale T. Gilje, Interim Superintendent of Beulah  Public School.
P.S.  I had the document that showed each student and where their parents worked.  We have 52.85 % who had one or both parents work in the energy sector.

Good evening.  To the Director and staff of the North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Air Quality  the Coal Conversion County communities as it relates  to EPA”s Clean Power Plan.
My name is Dale T. Gilje, Interim Superintendent of the Beulah Public Schools.  I served as the superintendent of school from 1974 to 1994.  I wish to share with you this evening a report card that shows the relationship the school and community of Beulah has had with the energy industry and the community the past 41 years
I believe the grade I would assign/give to the community of Beulah and the Beulah Public School would likely be a C during the 1960 to the mid 1970’s.  That would be based on the fact that this small mining, farming and ranching community had been seeing many years of gradual outmigration of individual and families.  There were few new opportunities in the area and many school graduates and members of the community had to leave Beulah to find gainful employment.  The same was true of the school programs and enrollment continued to decline to about 400 students in kindergarten to 12th grade.  A status quo as many small towns USA.
But the area was blessed with abundant coal reserves, clean air, the water resources of Lake Sakakawea and skilled and eager community members.  During the late 1970,s to 2015 I would have to give the Coal Conversion County area and school a high A plus rating.  Why do you say an A?  The energy development in Beulah and the entire Coal Conversion Counties (CCC) turned our declining communities into communities of optimism and hope.  We had new members moving into our communities from all over the United States and the world to help design, build and operate the new energy plants, mines and related businesses.  This energy development became our golden ages and it is with us today in 2015.  Our school population grew to over a 1000 students at the height of development and has had a gradual decline into the 700+ students of today.  And guess what.  We still have great communities, abundant clean water and clean air.  A win, win, win.
And now what do I see for 2015 to 2030 and beyond?  A huge black cloud over the entire Coal Conversion Counties, the State of North Dakota and the energy producing area of United States.   The EPA,s Clean Power Plan spells disaster for our entire region as presently drafted and being interpreted by EPA. 
 For the 2015-2016 school year the Beulah Schools have 53% of the student body who have a parent that works in an energy related facility in the area.  The EPA’s overreach will give our communities and schools a failing grade.  Will CCC communities survive without the energy industry? That is a very hard question to answer and it is my sincere hope is that we are not faced with the continued changing of plans of the people working for EPA.  Our communities and schools will be assigned falling grades and what really caused me frustration in that the air quality in the area will be like it was before.  Very good.  And most of our friends and classmates will have to leave the area to start a new life.  How sad because we have a great quality of life and good jobs here now!
